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Up in the air and over the wall 





Cill J can see so wide- 


Up in the air and over the wall 
Till I can see so wide— 

How do you like to go up in a swing 
Up in the air so blue? 

Oh, I think it the pleasantest thing 
Ever a child can do! 


Up in the air and over the wall 
Till I can see so wide, 

Rivers and trees and cattle and all 
Over the countryside—* 


1From ‘‘The Swing’’ by Robert Louis Stevenson. 


Any way the Christian looks at things he must see them 
in their true perspective. He needs to grow as qa Chris- 
tian in faith, in understanding, and in the search for 
God’s will. Men have to grow to see “over the wall.” 


So it is with Christian will-making. It is a natural 
follow-through of Christian stewardship . . . the wide 
way of looking through or over things as they really 
are rather than at them. 


Write for materials about the Wills-Emphasis Program 
in your church. 


Christian Board of Publication, Beaumont and Pine Blvd., 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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GEN-U-WINE GOLD by Guin Ream 


Editor, VISION 


P IN the Rockies, near famous Central City, 

is one of numerous places where tourists can 

pan for gold. One summer my parents and little 

brother and I stopped so the “youngun” could have 
the experience of panning for gold. 

The talkative old prospector in charge lured us 
into the process with a guarantee of getting some 
“gen-u-wine gold.” And sure enough we did—a 
microscopic amount, but shiny and exciting never- 
theless. 

Gold has always been a valuable commodity, 
whether it’s molded into a fashionable piece of 
jewelry, or stored at Fort Knox to back our cur- 
rency. 

Because gold is so valuable, and so valued, many 
phrases have developed using the word to signify 
the highest kind of attributes. “A heart of gold” 
. .. “A golden voice” ... and “All that glitters 
is not gold.” 


* Gold is heavy, durable, pure. There is no sub- 
stitute for real gold. Gold-plated items do not 
endure time and change. Brass is heavy, but not 
so shimmering. There are many imitations of the 
color, but no imitation can match the quality of 


pure gold. There’s something fascinating and ap- 
pealing about “gen-u-wine gold.” 

There’s something fascinating and appealing 
about a genuine person. Society has plenty of 
imitations—people whose “hearts of gold” are 
cheapened by ulterior motives. 

There are people whose “golden voices’”’ are used 
strictly for profit, and occasionally for libel or 
gossip. All of us know persons who are flashy 
and glittery on the surface—attractive and ap- 
palling at the same time. But “all that glitters 
is not gold,” and the surface sparkle of many is 
dimmed by time and change. 


& 
Real gold ages well. It never loses its beauty 
because the golden-ness is intrinsic, deep and solid. 
Real persons, genuine persons, are like that. Their 
intrinsic beauty and depth of character remain. 


Certainly Christian people ought to be among 
those who are “pure gold.” It isn’t enough to 
occasionally acknowledge the “Golden Rule’ in 
church. Genuine-ness is a deep and lasting char- 
acter quality, developed out of daily practices of 
telling the truth, assuming responsibility, refrain- 
ing from gossip, accepting people as they are, be- 
lieving in them, showing concern for them. 

“Let love be genuine .. .” wrote the Apostle 
Paul to the Roman church. Let life itself be genu- 
ine. Otherwise our lives breed mistrust, dishon- 
esty, disloyalty. 

The world needs genuine Christian people, pure- 


gold personalities, even more than it needs metallic 
gold. 


Adapted from an editorial in VISION. 
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The peril of 


prosperity 


HE other evening on the Mike 

Wallace television interview 
the renowned philosopher Morti- 
mer Adler made a very keen ob- 
servation of our times in relation 
to Christianity. 

Adler said, “Christianity is 
more difficult to live up to in an 
affluent society than in a poor 
society.” From this we may 
logically conclude that there is a 
very definite peril in prosperity. 

Certainly we prefer to be pros- 
perous than poor. If we have a 
choice we will elect the comforts 
of a healthy economy over the 
rigors of a depressed economy. 
But Adler is correct, for when we 
are prosperous we put our atten- 
tion more on material things and 
we are actually less concerned 
with the spiritual matters of life. 


A prosperous economy may 
solve many of our financial prob- 
lems, but at the same time, our 
spiritual problems are com- 
pounded. 

Now it must be said most 
clearly that Christianity does not 
glorify being poor, per se. A 
poor person, a poor nation, can 
be just as evil as an un-Christian 
as a wealthy person or nation. 

Yet, we must come to grips 
with the undeniable fact that the 
possession of money, goods and 
gadgets does not automatically 
make us pious Christians or 
saintly individuals. Often the 
reverse is true—the more we 
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have the less we are concerned 
about the fundamentals of our 
faith and the righteous life. And 
so we fall into the trap of the 
peril of prosperity. 

In order to see the implications 
of this peril let us first examine 
just four statements uttered by 
Jesus the Christ to see how we 
may deal with this peril. Then 
we will observe how we may rise 
above it to a truly Christian way 
of life. 


Luke recorded Jesus as saying, 
“How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom 


of God! For it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God.”’ With- 
out a doubt this statement is one 
of the most misunderstood and 
most misinterpreted in the entire 
Bible. 

Upon reading it most of us say, 
“This does not apply to me for 
I am not rich. Therefore, I shall 
not be barred from the kingdom 
on the basis of wealth.” In real- 
ity most of us are rich. By any 
standard of measurement we are 
a very wealthy people as com- 
pared with millions of persons 
around the world and in contrast 
to people of any age in history. 

To own a home, an automobile, 
to possess any real or personal 
property is to be classified as 
rich. Even if we are chin-deep 
in debt means we have enough 


by John M. Hardy 


Minister, Central Christian Church 
Orlando, Florida 


credit to get into debt. 


In addition to this personal 
wealth we, as a nation, are ex- 
ceedingly rich. As a nation we 
are so rich that we can afford to 
be several hundreds of billions 
of dollars in debt. We have fabu- 
lous resources. We have giant 
industries. Our scientific research 
is constantly opening new areas 
of greater wealth, luxury and 
ease. 

The economists are forecasting 
greater wealth, a continuously 
growing national product and 
more money for all. We Ameri- 
cans are a prosperous and rich 
people. 

Thus these words of Jesus ap- 
ply directly to us. No matter 
how we may attempt to gloss 
over this saying of riches and the 
kingdom, we cannot. Why is it 
so hard for the rich to expect 
to enter the Kingdom? Simply 
because we allow ourselves to be- 
come more interested in and con- 
cerned with the material goods of 
life. 


When all is going well for us 
financially, we lean back, take our 
ease, and falsely assume that God 
is in his heaven and all is right 
with the world because we have 
such a large share of this world’s 
goods. In our prosperity we take 
the credit for what we have and 
what we are. 

We are like the prosperous 
farmer of whom Jesus spoke. He 
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tore down his old barns, built 
new ones and told his soul to take 
it easy. We, like him, assume 
that since all is going so well we 
can take it easy spiritually and 
forget God and Christ and all 
that is holy. 

In this attitude we are en- 
snared in the peril of prosperity. 
We are trapped into a false sense 
of security. 

An abundance of goods will in- 
evitably make us cut ourselves off 
from God, caring little what he 
says or demands. We leave the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 
and Jesus to make goods, gadgets 
and gold our false gods before 
whose thrones we worship. There- 
fore, Mortimer Adler is tragically 
correct, for we have traded our 
true God for the gods of money, 
wealth and material possessions 
and find it more difficult than 
ever to live the Christian life. 


How, then, can we, as people 
whom I sincerely believe want to 
live the Christian life (though 
wealthy), transcend the peril of 
prosperity and live on a much 
higher Christian plane? 

How can we handle our pros- 
perity and live as true children 
of God? 

Three statements from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount give us an ex- 
cellent way to escape the peril of 
prosperity and lead us to a truly 
Christian way of life. 

Jesus said, “Where your treas- 
ure is, there will be your heart 
also.” This can be called the 
priority of purpose. Basically 
what is the purpose of each of 
our lives? What is the driving, 
dynamic force that motivates us? 
Regrettably for all too many of 
us it is making a living. We work 
at that which pays us the most. 

In one sense this is not alto- 
gether bad, for to refuse to earn 
our keep is to be a parasite on 
society. But to have as our chief 
goal the making of a living and 
not caring how that living is 
made, is absolutely contrary to 
the will of God. 


On the other hand, if the mak- 
ing of a living is secondary to 
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rendering a genuine service to 
God and Christ and humanity, 
then the purpose for life will be- 
come valid and valuable. If we 
labor only to earn we have cut 
ourselves off from God. If our 
greatest desire is to serve, then 
we have a valid reason for living 
and earning our keep. 

Where is your treasure? Where 
your treasure is there will be 
your heart also. To have the 
highest Christian purposes for life 
will not only enable us to rise 
above the peril of prosperity, but, 
more important, it will give us 
a valid reason for living. 

Jesus also said, “No man can 
serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the 
other; or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.” This we can call the prior- 
ity of loyalty. 

Perhaps one of man’s most per- 
plexing problems is learning how 
to overcome divided loyalties. 

Illustrations are many. Many 
a home is destroyed because 
either the husband or the wife 
cannot choose between spouse 
and parents as the first loyalty. 

Many a child is hopelessly con- 
fused because parents are divided 
on how to rear the child and thus 
pull him in two opposite direc- 
tions. Many a person is frus- 
trated because he cannot choose 
between what is right and what 
is expedient. This confusion and 
frustration is made worse in our 
spiritual lives for we are torn be- 
tween two loyalties. 

Our religion says serve God. 
Our society says serve self and 
seek success for the sake of suc- 
cess alone. This pull in two op- 
posite directions causes us to be- 
come spiritual schizophrenics— 
individuals with divided person- 
alities, divided loyalties and hope- 
lessly confused as to whom or 
what we must give our allegiance. 

Jesus makes it abundantly 
clear that there can be only one 
God, that man can only have one 
loyalty. Man cannot serve two 
masters. He cannot serve God and 
simultaneously serve mammon— 
mammon being material goods. 


HUS if the peril of prosperity 

is to be circumvented and if 
our lives are to rise to the Chris- 
tian plane, we have no other 
choice but to choose God, and God 
alone, as the supreme loyalty for 
life. Only then can life make any 
sense and have any sort of high 
goal and commanding purpose. 

Jesus uttered one of his great- 
est statements when he said, 
“Seek first his [God’s] kingdom 
and his righteousness.” This we 
may term the priority of destiny. 
Ultimately, what is the destiny of 
each mortal? Simply, it is the 
kingdom of God. 

It is the goal and the principle 
target for each person’s life. Yet 
it would seem to the greedy that 
money and material goods is our 
goal. But the saying is true, 
“You can’t take it with you,” 
even though we may line our 
caskets with velvet pockets in 
which to store our money. The 
kingdom of God, however, can be 
taken with us for it is not a fu- 
turistic, nebulous existence. 
Rather, it is here and now and 
forevermore. The kingdom is fel- 
lowship with God. It is disciple- 
ship in the name of Christ. The 
kingdom is heaven on earth and 
heaven for eternity. 

Thus if we are to overcome the 
peril of prosperity we must first 
of all seek the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness for that is 
our destiny. Only as the king- 
dom becomes our ultimate goal 
can we begin to live and live like 
the children of God. 

Mortimer Adler was painfully 
correct when he said, “It is more 
difficult to be a Christian in an 
affluent society than in a poor so- 
ciety.” Wealth, ease, luxury and 
gadgets distract us from God and 
Christianity and set before us 
the false gods of materialism. 

But to have the treasure of a 
valid purpose, to put God first in 
our lives and to accept the des- 
tiny of the kingdom is to live—to 
live now and eternally. Pray to 
God, then, that each one of us 
will have the good grace to put 
first things first! 
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Seasons of Refreshing 


ECENTLY, a young man settled with 
R relatives in our city after jumping a ship 
belonging to a nation behind the iron curtain. 
When asked why he did it, he replied, “I’m 
tired of listening,’ and stiffened to attention 
as he spoke. 

All have read about it. But can we fully 
understand what it must mean to be con- 
tinually under orders? No American boy, 
with a week-end pass in his pocket, ever en- 
dured the unceasing necessity to “listen” and 
take orders for every action and, especially, 
for every thought. 

Now this young man will learn that even 
in America we have a pattern of life into 
which the individual must fit if he expects 
things to move smoothly. But it is a pattern 
with much freedom, immeasurable freedom 
by the standards to which he has been ac- 
customed. 

It would do us all good if we gave a little 
more attention to our individuality than we 
do. Seasons of refreshing, when we simply 
drink in the values of the life we have and 
meditate on the place and purpose of our 
lives, are good for us all. Most of the things 
we listen to have some value, in either a 
negative or positive sense. But, don’t you 
ever get tired of listening? 

The nation had tried to brainwash the 
above-mentioned young man, but it had 
failed. He is free. Sometimes those of us 
who are born free are brainwashed when 
we do not know it. Society has given the 
orders, and we have responded so long that 
we even think we are making up our own 
minds. 

To advocate individual withdrawal from so- 
ciety, even for a day of spiritual refresh- 
ment is to suggest action that also has its 
dangers. The point is that when one is alone 
he can only meditate with what he has at his 
disposal. Sometimes that is not enough to 
furnish much help. 

When alone, we may think of all that is 
wrong with the world and other people; of 
how we would run things if we were in 
charge. We may come out fighting. Whether 
that is good or bad depends on who and what 
we are. 

Some individualists say that everyone who 
disagrees with them has been brainwashed. 
Is this true or false? Maybe the critic has 
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brainwashed himself. Perhaps he’s joining 
the crowd which gets out of every dilemma 
this way and doesn’t realize it. 

Having pointed out both the values and 
the dangers, we recommend the effort to 
achieve spiritual refreshment, alone with the 
One who can quench every thirst. It will 
augment, not replace, what we learn while 
listening. 


Helps and Hindrances 


E SAW some pictures of two peacocks 

fighting (Life, Feb. 23, 1959). Their 
beautiful tail feathers were a decided handi- 
cap. When they are showing off to the pea- 
hens, their appendages are wonderful to be- 
hold, but in a fight with a peer, a peacock 
has a larger percentage of beauty than is 
useful. He tries to stand up on his folded 
feathers, and lean against the foe and fight, 
But he topples over very easily. 

We got to thinking. Years ago a board of 
trustees, faced with a near deficit, decided 
on this policy for spending that year: “For 
necessities, yes; for niceties, no.” They’re 
still operating. 

This decade has seen more beautiful addi- 
tions to church buildings, more technically 
correct, functional organizations, more help- 
ful literature than any previous one. As 
helps, aids, tools, we welcome them. 

Do you suppose, however, that they some- 
times get in the way when we try to fight 
the cause for which we exist? In 1947, we 
read a careful address on the problem by a 
leader of one of the so-called “modern sects.” 
As he spoke he was in full robes and regalia. 
Behind him in the beautiful auditorium sat 
a robed choir, near the mammoth pipe organ. 
He spoke of the time, only three decades 
earlier, when his father held services in the 
loft over a livery stable. 

This minister asked himself and his people 
the question we all need to ask from time to 
time: “Are we preaching the same gospel, 
with the same fervor, as they did?” He felt 
that they should be doing ever better, and 
he thanked God for the new helps. But he 
wondered. 

We might well do the same thing from 
time to time. Otherwise, we might imagine 
the “things” were the “real thing.” 
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by Donald McEvoy 


“God is from Missouri. He’s 
got to be shown!” 


HESE are not my words. I’m 

indebted for them to the most 
effective preacher I’ve ever heard. 
I don’t even know his name. He 
was just introduced as Dave when 
he came into the hotel room 
where my drunken friend and I 
were waiting. 


He’s not ordained and he never 
spoke from a pulpit. He’s a ma- 
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—Harold M. Lambert Studio 
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chinist, I think. He was one of 
three men who had hurried to 
that place in response to our call 
to Alcoholics Anonymous. 

My friend began to pour out 
his pathetic story of chronic al- 
coholism and its tragic conse- 
quences in his life. He gagged 
and twitched as he confessed his 
helplessness. He shook and 
sobbed as he begged for assist- 
ance. His words alternated be- 
tween prayerful petitions to God 
and pitiful pleading to us for just 
“one more little drink.” 

It was in the midst of one of 
these anguished cries for divine 
deliverance that Dave spoke up. 
I can’t remember exactly what he 
said, but, as best I can reconstruct 
it, it went something like this: 


“Listen, buddy, you talk an aw- 
ful lot about God. You’ve appar- 
ently been making a lot of wild 
promises to him for a long time. 
I’m glad you already believe in 





Donald McEvoy is minister of Irv- 
ing Park Christian Church, Chicago, 
Illinois. 
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him because trust in a Higher 
Power is central in our program. 
But let me tell you something 
about him. As far as I’m con- 
cerned God is from Missouri! 
He’s got to be shown! He’s not 
interested in the words we say. 
He’s interested in what we really 
mean. 

“You say you’ve spent so much 
time in prayer. Well, okay, I’ll 
take your word for it. But I 
know this: there is prayin’ and 
then there is prayin’. 

“God isn’t interested in all the 
yak-yak, and the cryin’, and the 
endless string of promises that 
we don’t mean. He’s not in the 
bargain-making business. But if 
you are sincere, really honest 
with yourself, he'll see you 
through. 

“Now what is it you really ex- 
pect God to do? He never made 
you take a drink. No, and he'll 
never knock one out of your hand 
when you lift it to your lips 
either. God has already done 
everything he can do. From here 
on it’s up to you. 

“Your pastor here may not 
agree with this. He could say 
all this much nicer than I can. 
But, buddy, I’ve been through it. 
I’ve had the shakes, too. I know 
the hell you’re suffering right 
now. I know how you want some- 
body else to take the burden off 
you. But nobody else can. Your 
friends will stand by you. God 
will stand by you. But it’s really 
up to you. And don’t forget what 
I told you about God. He’s got 
to be shown!” 


xk k& 


Dave didn’t know he was talk- 
ing to me, too, but he was! My 
problem isn’t alcohol. My prob- 
lem is the deeper one of being 
honest with God by being honest 
with myself. I rather think that 
may be your problem, too. We’re 
all in this together. 

We call ourselves Christians. 
God is waiting to be shown! 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 

















by Pearl E. Brown 


Something has broken the brittle stillness; 
Something has changed the face of the earth. 
Songbirds voice a melodious chorus; 
Darkness has vanished, with Spring’s rebirth. 


Moment of Spring 
by Helen Virden 


This season holds one moment 
Of expectancy. 

Each maple tree is crayoned 
With pastel tracery. 


The pear beside the garden 
Is dressed in pale green lace, 
The rainswept winds of April 
Find a trysting place. 


Twin flowering of the lilacs 
Homing birds to sing, 
Alerts the world with music, 
Today is really spring. 
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Spring! 


































Prelude to Spring 
by Mildred W. Bradley 


April is scattering fragrance 

As buds in the southland burst forth 
While the breezes of spring are replacing 
The violent winds from the north. 


Roses, festooned on their arbors— 
Contrasting with green of the grass— 
Are glinting with dew in the sunlight, 
Resembling mosaics in glass. 


Linnets are twittering softly 
To languishing mates as they dart 


Mid blossoms of spring; their elations 
Send thrills . . . to the depths of my heart. 


—H. Armstrong Roberts 
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Often unanswered, here is a question with no pat answer 


How Long Is a Pastorate? 


PAID an unannounced week- 

day visit to one of our churches. 
On a narthex wall of the church 
I noticed a tablet on which had 
been inscribed the names of the 
ministers who had served there. 

At first glance the list seemed 
rather imposing by its length— 
so much so that I took time to 
count the names. I was amazed 
to discover that in less than 100 
years of history that congrega- 
tion had been served by forty-six 
ministers—only two of whom 
were listed as ad interim. The 
longest recorded pastorate had 
been seven years; the average a 
little better than two. 

I am not acquainted with that 
congregation. I know nothing of 
its history and none of its mem- 
bers. I had only stopped for the 
first time in a strange town to 
“look around.” But I cannot 
help contrasting that situation 
with the one at Strasburg, where 
I now serve as that congrega- 
tion’s tenth minister in nearly 
104 years. 

Three former pastors have ac- 
counted for sixty-eight of the 104 
years: John Pirkey, 17 years; 
John D. Hamaker, 35 years; and 
Arthur Wake, 16 years. 

The first church I served upon 
leaving the seminary was at 
Pfafftown, North Carolina, which 
had had a 40-year ministry in 
the person of Virgil Angelo Wil- 
son, who organized that congre- 
gation in 1865 and continued as 
its pastor until his death in 1905. 

Both at Pfafftown and at 
Strasburg I have sensed a stabil- 
ity that is reassuring to the min- 
ister who -does not wish to be 
moving about so often. And I 


10 (426) 


do not believe that the average 
preacher desires to move more 
often than absolutely necessary. 

He prefers to avoid the strain 
of emotional and social adjust- 
ment which moving imposes upon 
him and his family. 

The old saw that “it is cheaper 
to move than to buy new books” 
has never been true. 

The matter of a pastor’s tenure 
with a congregation has been dis- 
cussed at length for a long time. 
Some even recommend the 
“ideal” or “optimum” pastorate 
from the standpoint of time- 
length—an approach which dis- 
regards both personal qualifica- 
tion of the individual minister 
and circumstances peculiar to 
each congregation. 

I do not believe any once-for- 
all conclusion may be drawn as 





hy Claude R. MacDonald 


Minister, Christian Church 
Strasburg, Virginia 


to the length of a pastorate. Nor 
do I think that any congregation 
may decide in an arbitrary sense 
that it will impose a time limit 
on the terms of its pastors. 

The only possible answer lies 
in both pastor and people striv- 
ing for a relationship that will 
produce the most effective Chris- 
tian witness possible. I simply 
cannot conceive that such effec- 
tive witness can be achieved in a 
church with an average pastorate 
of a couple years. 

Of course there is such a thing 
as a man staying too long in one 
situation. No brief can be sus- 
tained in favor of stalemates 
which may occur under such cir- 
cumstances. But all of the evi- 
dence is in favor of appreciably 
longer pastorates than those now 
in vogue in too many churches. 


THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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May 17 


Pentecost Sunday 


NEw YorK—The 171 Protes- 
tant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churches in 53 nations belonging 
to the World Council of Churches 
will receive a Pentecost or Whit- 
sunday message from the presi- 
dents of the Council. 


Protestants and Anglicans will ob- 
serve Pentecost on Sunday, May 17, 
1959. For Orthodox Churches, which 
use a different calendar, Pentecost 
falls on June 21. 


Designed to be read in many lan- 
guages from pulpits throughout the 
world, the message of the World 
Council’s five presidents says that 
“Whitsunday—or Pentecost—is the 
Festival of the Holy Spirit and the 
Festival of the Church. For these 
two belong together. 

“The Holy Spirit is the spirit of 
reconciliation which Overcomes mis- 
understanding and _ estrangement 
among the churches and enables 
them to become a force for peace 
between nations and races,’ the 
message declares. 

The World Council’s Pentecost 
message is signed by its five presi- 
dents: Dr. John Baillie, Church of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, Scotland; 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, bishop 
of the Central Conference of the 
Methodist Church in Argentina, Uru- 
guay and Bolivia; Bishop Otto Di- 
belius, Bishop of Berlin and Branden- 
burg, Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many; Metropolitan Mar Thoma Ju- 
hanon, Mar Thoma Syrian Church, 
Tiruvella, India; and the Rt. Rev. 
Henry Knox Sherrill, recently re- 
tired presiding bishop of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, Boxford, 
Mass. 


The presidents’ message says, “The 
Holy Spirit is the spirit of renewal 
which overcomes the dimness of our 
vision, the routine of our piety, our 
easy acceptance of the ways of the 
world, and gives new life to the 
congregations and their members 
who open their hearts and minds for 
the gifts of the Spirit.” 


“The Holy Spirit is the spirit of 
witness and mission which urges us 
to cease being preoccupied with our- 
selves and sends us out into the 
world with its crying spiritual and 
material needs in order to proclaim 
by word and deed that humanity is 
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surrounded by the love of God in 
Christ.” 

World Council presidents are 
elected at the assembly ordinarily 
held every six years. 

Many Christian churches observe 
Pentecost as a day to consider the 
Holy Spirit and pray for the unity 
of the Church. Pentecost has its 
roots in the ancient Jewish festival 
of Shabout. Its specific Christian 
meaning is described in the second 
chapter of the New Testament Book 
of Acts. 

Pentecost is observed fifty days 
after Easter and commemorates the 
descent of the Holy Spirit. At the 
time of the first Pentecost, 120 Chris- 
tian believers were gathered in Je- 
rusalem for the Hebrew festival. 

Sometimes referred to as “the 
birthday of the Church,” Pentecost 
marks this event in which the Holy 
Spirit was given the followers of 
Christ in a unique way. Some 3,000 
converts were made at the first 
Pentecost. 


Some Opposition . . . 
Passage Predicted 


Draft Extension 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Senate 
Armed Services Committee voted 
here to recommend passage of leg- 
islation to extend the present draft 
act for four more years to July 1, 
1962. 

A unanimous committee vote sent 
the House-approved bill to the sen- 
ate floor where passage is believed 
likely. 

The action by the Armed Services 
Committee came after three days of 
public hearings at which representa- 
tives of church groups renewed their 
opposition to continuation of peace- 
time conscription. 

Representative Merwin Coad (D.- 
Ia.), in private life a minister of the 
Disciples of Christ, appeared before 
the Senate committee to urge that 
draft age be limited to 18 to 21, in- 
stead of 26 as at present, so as to 
reduce the period of uncertainty in 
the lives of young Americans and 
enable them to make better plans 
for their careers. 

Speaking on behalf of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, Dr. John 
W. Thomas, executive secretary of 
the American Baptist Convention’s 
Council for Christian Social Progress, 
told the committee: “While holding 
to the need for adequate national 
defense, the churches have expressed 
serious doubts and fears concern- 


ing a conscription program involv- 
ing millions of young men.” 

Stuart Langton, national chair- 
man of the United Christian Youth 
Movement, said the draft, rather 
than being democratic in operation, 
increasingly “catches” a larger pro- 
portion of youth from underpriv- 
ileged background who do not go 
to college or enter skilled vocations 
that give them deferment. 


Hazel Green Principal 


“Kentucky Mother” Nominee 


Mrs. Henry A. Stovall, Sr., prin- 
cipal of Hazel Green Academy 
schools, Hazel Green, Ky., is a nomi- 
nee for the award of “Kentucky 
Mother of 1959.” 

Her name has been placed in 
nomination in the state-wide com- 
petition sponsored by the Kentucky 
Mothers’ association, whose selection 
is to be announced at its annual con- 
vention at Henderson, Ky., April 24. 
The nomination was made by the 
Wolfe County Woman’s Club. 

Mrs. Stovall went to Hazel Green 
Academy in 1928 as a teacher and 
was promoted to principal in 1945, 
when her husband was elevated to 
the directorship of the academy. 

She received the B.A. degree at 
Millsap College, Jackson, Miss., and 
the master’s degree at Peabody Col- 
lege, Nashville, Tenn. 

She has been nominated by the 
Wolfe County organization not only 
because of her work at the academy 
and in the church and community 
but also because of the family of a 
daughter and two sons whom she 
has reared. 

Hazel Green Academy is an educa- 
tional and community service center 
in mountainous eastern Kentucky 
which received support from Disci- 
ples (Christian) churches through 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 


Century Foundation Chief 


Cuicaco—Dr. Harold A. Bosley, 
minister of First Methodist Church, 
Evanston, Ill., has been named chair- 
man of an enlarged board of trus- 
tees of the Christian Century Foun- 
dation, publishers of the nondenomi- 
national Christian Century weekly 
magazine. 

Dr. Harold E. Fey, a Disciple, 
former editor of World Call and edi- 
tor and publisher of the magazine, 
will continue as foundation presi- 
dent. 
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stitute of Public Opinion. 


average week. 


This was an increase of 2,000,000 
over 1957. The figures are pro- 
jected from a nationwide sample 
polled four times during the year. 

Forty-nine per cent of all adults 
attended worship in an average 
week. This compared with 47 per 
cent the year before, and equalled 
the record of 49 per cent level first 
established in 1955. Except for a 
slight decline in 1956, there has been 
a steady rise in worship attendance 
in the U.S. since 1950, when only 39 
per cent of all adults attended wor- 
ship regularly. The proportion in 
1940 was 37 per cent. 

In terms of the total number of 
persons worshiping regularly—37,- 
400,000 in 1950 and 50,500,000 in 1958 
—attendance has risen 35 per cent 
over nine years ago. This compares 
with a population increase of 15 per 
cent for that period. It is interest- 
ing to note that the nationwide Re- 
ligion in American Life promotion 
of worship attendance began in the 
fall of 1949, and that the period of 
real growth in attendance has come 
since that time. 


The following table gives Gallup 
Poll figures since 1940: . 


NUMBER U.S. ADULTS 
ATTENDING WORSHIP 


REGULARLY 

Per cent Total 
1940 87 29,300,000 
1950 39 37,400,000 
1954 46 47,000,000 
1955 49 49,600,000 
1956 46 47,500,000 
1957 47 48,500,000 
1958 49 50,500,000 


Other findings of the poll were: 


1. More women (55%) attended 
worship than men (45%). 


2. Attendance is highest in the 
Midwest (54%) compared with the 
East, 52%; South, 51%; and Far 
West, 35%. 

3. Those aged 30 to 49 attend 
more regularly (51%). Aged 21-29, 
48%; 50 and over, 48%. 

4. Attendance of Roman Catholics 
is 74%; of Protestants, 44%; of Jews, 
18%. 

5. Attendance is higher in the 
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& WorSHIP attendance in the United States reached a record high 
during 1958, according to the year-end report of the American In- 


Dr. George Gallup, director, reported that 
50,500,000 adults attended church and synagogue services during an 


larger cities (51%) than in the small 
towns (46%). 

6. Attendance is higher in the US. 
than in Great Britain (14%) and 
Australia (32%). 


According to the Yearbook of the 
American Churches, published by the 
National Council of Churches, church 
and synagogue membership in the 
U.S. now stands at 104,189,678, or 
61 per cent of the population. How- 
ever, if all Protestant constituents, 
including children, are counted, the 
membership total would be 132,115,- 
901. 


Interfaith Marriage 


A specific statement on the Ro- 
man Catholic view on mixed mar- 
riages has come from Vatican City. 

The issue was crystallized when 
Osservatore Romano, Vatican City 
newspaper, expressed itself against 
the possible engagement of Roman 
Catholic Princess Maria Gabriella of 
the House of Savoy to the Sha Mo- 
hammed Riza Pahlevi, a Moslem. 

The paper, equating all mixed 
marriages, declared that such prac- 
tices are wrong because of the dan- 
ger that the Roman Church partner 
might change his faith. It was 
stated that the Roman Church 
grants dispensation for mixed mar- 
riages Only for grave reasons “and 
when it finds that the [Roman] 
Catholic partner runs no risk of be- 
ing perverted.” 
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National Library Week 


The National Council of Churchés 
has Officially endorsed the program 
of National Library Week, April 12- 
18. 

The general board of the Council 
suggests that churches cooperate in 
fostering the objectives of National 
Library Week of 1959: to encourage 
the building of better church librar- 
ies, to increase the number and im- 
prove the selection of religious titles 
in public libraries and to emphasize 
books on religion as the core of 
home libraries. 

Communities throughout the 
United States will be celebrating this, 
the second National Library Week, 
Inc., which is sponsored by the Na- 
tional Book Committee, Inc., in co- 
operation with the American Library 
Association. 

Disciples may find special interest 
in the observance this year because 
of the long-range program emphasis 
on Christian literature. 


“FOR A BETTER-READ, 
BETTER-INFORMED AMERICA” 





National Library Week 
April 12-18, 1959 


Presbyterian Curriculum 


RICHMOND, Va.—Plans for a new 
curriculum for the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern) will 
be accelerated by eight additional 
staff members authorized by the de- 
nomination’s Board of Christian Edu- 
cation at a meeting here. 

R. M. Lynn of Midland, Tex., board 
chairman, said the new personnel 
will plan content and production de- 
tails for the future curriculum. 

No target date has been set for 
production of the materials, Mr. 
Lynn said. 





@ Mrs. Clara Flerlege, a member of 
the church at Independence, Ky., for 
more than 60 years, recently was 
presented with a 20-year perfect at- 
tendance pin. The presentation was 
made by Howard Williams, Sunday 
church school superintendent. The 
pastor is Arthur T. Tipton. 
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Has anyone from your church ever attended a summer mis- 


sionary conference? 


T IS really not too early to 

begin publicizing in your 
church the places and dates of 
1959 interdenominational sum- 
mer missionary conferences, 
which are: 


Mount Sequoyah, Fayette- 
ville, Ark., June 13-19 


Estes Park, Colo., June 14-20 
(tentative) 


Northfield, Mass., July 5-11 
(tentative) 


Silver Bay, New York, July 
9-16 (tentative) 


Missionary Conference 


The Church at Large 





Asilomar, Calif., 
Aug. 5 


July 31- 


Northwestern University, IIL, 
Aug. 3-7 (tentative) 


Pacific Northwest, Tacoma, 
Wash., Aug. 7-12 


Chautauqua, New York, Aug. 
23-28 


Outreach leaders may wish 
to combine a missionary con- 
ference with vacation plans. 

For additional information 
write Missionary Education De- 
partment, 222 South Downey 
Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 











THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

(Disciples of Christ) 

16th Floor, Landreth Building * St. Louis 2, Missouri 
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Focusing on Current 
Economic Concerns 


Women’s May Day 


New YorK—Protestant and 
Orthodox church women through- 
out the country will focus their 
attention on current economic 
problems of American families 
during the annual observance of 
May Fellowship Day, May 1. 


Theme of the observance, spon- 
sored by the National Council of 
Churches’ General Department of 
United Church Women, is “How 
Much Is Enough—And Enough for 
What?” 


Women in hundreds of U.S. com- 
munities will participate in forums, 
discussions, study groups and public 
meetings in an attempt to get to 
the roots of “the true facts of pov- 
erty and wealth” in their own areas. 

One of the major economic situa- 
tions they will seek to assess is 
“rising production and prices plus 
the fundamental contradiction of 
increasing joblessness.” 

More than 2,300 local and state 
Councils of Church Women will give 
preliminary attention to questions 
of prosperity and recession, keying 
their investigations to the world sit- 
uation as well as to the domestic. 

They will weigh what happens to 
individuals and to homes during al- 
ternate cycles of “boom” and “bust,” 
and try to arrive at methods by 
which these can be avoided. 

Also in their study of economic 
inequities, the women’s groups will 
consider budgeting, spending and 
sharing habits, probing how much 
each family is justified in spending 
on itself and the basic reasons why 
many people have insufficient in- 
come for their needs. 


Success ... 


Graham in Australia 


MELBOURNE—Billy Graham’s Aus- 
tralian crusade here had a total at- 
tendance of some 244,000 persons in 
the first ten rallies of the 16-week 
campaign, a spokesman for the 
American evangelist said. 

He reported that more than 7,790 
made “decisions for Christ” following 
the rallies. 

(Mr. Graham’s New York crusade 
in 1957 drew a total of 173,500 per- 
sons, with 5,736 decisions, for the 
first nine rallies.) 

To meet the enormous interest in 
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the campaign in this city of 1,750,000, 
the meetings are televised twice a 
week. Special teams have been 
created to counsel viewers who make 
decisions after watching the tele- 
casts. 

The rallies have been transferred 
from the 10,000-seat West Melbourne 
Stadium to the outdoor Music Bowl, 
where some 70,000 attended the first 
Sunday afternoon meeting despite a 
temperature of more than 90 de- 
grees. 


Protestants and Jews 
Sign Joint Statement 


Back Public Schools 


MIAMI, FLa.—One hundred and 
twenty-five Protestant and Jewish 
clergymen of Greater Miami signed 
a statement declaring “the public 
school system must not be de- 
stroyed.” 

Similar in intent to a statement 
issued recently by 311 Atlanta, Ga., 
clergymen, the document was circu- 
lated by a committee headed by Dr. 
Harold Buell of White Temple Meth- 
odist Church through the Greater 
Miami Ministerial Association. 

Signed by the clergymen “as in- 
dividuals and not as representing 
churches or synagogues,” the state- 
ment also made these points: 


1. “Freedom of speech must at all 
costs be preserved.” 

2. “As Americans and as religious 
leaders, we have an obligation to 
obey the law.” 

3. “Hatred and scorn for those of 
another race, or for those who hold 
a position different from our own, 
can never be justified.” 

4. “Communication between  re- 
sponsible leaders of the races must 
be maintained.” 

5. “Our difficulties cannot be 
solved in our own strength or in 
human wisdom but only through 
prayer and in obedience to the will 
of God.” 


NLC Concern: 
Lutheran Isolationism 
MILWAUKEE, W1s.—Lutherans in 


America were called upon here to 
abandon their traditional isolation- 
ism and work more closely with 
other Protestant denominations in 
establishing new churches. 

The plea was contained in a state- 
ment entitled “Planning Together 
with Other Protestants” approved 
unanimously by the National Lu- 
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theran Council at its 41st annual 
meeting. 

It will be forwarded for study to 
the eight Lutheran bodies affiliated 
with the council. These denomina- 
tions represent about 5,000,000 Lu- 
therans in this country. 

In urging adoption of the state- 
ment, Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer of Chi- 
cago, executive secretary of the 
council’s Division of American mis- 
sions, pointed out that 66 million 
Americans are not church members 
and that this number is increasing 
by more than a million annually. 


Compulsory Chapel Attendance 
And Civilian Chaplains 


West Point Issues 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Compulsory 
attendance at chapel services at the 
Army’s West Point Military Academy 
and the Air Force Academy at Colo- 
rado Springs is “an -abridgement of 
the individual cadet’s constitutional 
right to freedom of religious choice,” 
a group of Lutheran officials has 
contended. 

A delegation of seven Lutheran 
officers presented a statement to the 
Department of Defense here request- 
ing that each Lutheran cadet at the 
two institutions “be granted his con- 
stitutional right to attend religious 
services of his choice.” 

At West Point, all cadets except 
Roman Catholics and Jews are com- 
pelled to attend chapel. At the Air 
Force Academy, seniors of all faiths 
have the option of church or chapel 
attendance, while juniors may 
choose church or chapel once a 
month. 

Both the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil and the Missouri Synod have en- 
dorsed proposals to discontinue ci- 
vilian chaplains for cadets at West 
Point. 


Adoption Bill 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Senator Estes 
Kefauver (D.-Tenn.) introduced a 
bill in Congress to curb unethical 
practices in baby adoptions across 
state borders. 


“It is an ironic fact that at the 
present time there is no Federal law 
to prohibit the selling of babies or 
children across state lines, although 
we have such legislation to punish 
similar traffic in stolen cars, motor- 
boats, or property,” Sen. Kefauver 
said in introducing the measure. 

Senators John A. Carroll (D.-Colo.) 
and William Langer (R.-N. D.) joined 
as co-sponsors. 
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VER wish on a falling star? Or 


bulldoze bad luck with a knock 
on wood? Ever change course when 
a black cat crosses your path? 

If you do, you’re not the only one. 
Though no one admits to it, practi- 
cally everyone has at least one pet 
superstition. 

The idea of a lucky star dates 
from the Nativity—the Star of Beth- 
lehem. And why are black cats 
ominous? Because our medieval an- 
cestors were positive the Devil and 
his witches-in-waiting prowled the 
earth in the garb of black cats. 

Knocking on wood comes from the 
Druids of ancient England who be- 
lieved trees were inhabited by gods. 
When asking a favor, Druid priests 
would touch the bark of a tree. If 
the tree-god was in a good mood (a 
mood to grant the favor!) he’d re- 
turn the Druid’s knock. 

If some wooden things are lucky, 
why are wooden ladders so fearful? 
This superstition stems from early 
mystics who saw the triangle as a 
symbol of the Trinity, and hence, of 
eternity. Anyone who barges 
through the triangle under a ladder 
is therefore tempting the fates—who 
may retaliate by pushing the paint 
bucket over! But the blunderer can 
save himself in one of three magic 
ways: 

(1) By making a wish. 

(2) By crossing his fingers. 

(3) By making the sign of the 
fig (closing the fist and thrusting 
the thumb between forefinger and 
middle finger). 

The higher significance of the fig 
has been lost in the mists of history, 
but two crossed fingers have long 
symbolized perfect unity. Any wish 
made at the junction of a cross— 
where two roads, two lines, or even 
two fingers met—this was a wish 
that was “caught” and would never 
slip away! 

The Bible is full of Friday calami- 
ties—the fall of Adam and Eve, the 
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; i An at Babel, the 
“death of Christ. And when you add 
to fateful Friday the fearful num- 
ber 13 (there were 13 at the Last 
Supper of Jesus), the result is a 
combination that awes many a su- 
perstitious citizen. No less a per- 
sonage than Winston Churchill re- 
fuses to travel on Friday the 13th. 

Backward regions have their own 
pet superstitions. If you belong to 
certain central African tribes, and 
if you’re a woman, you would never 
be allowed to eat liver. Why? 
Tribal lore says the liver is the seat 
of the soul, says also that women 
obviously have no souls (and mustn’t 
be allowed to get any!). 

But you don’t have to go to back- 
ward regions to find people carrying 
rabbit’s feet. This comes from our 
cave man ancestors who were awed 
by the way a rabbit thumped his 
hind foot, as if signaling other cot- 
tontails, while romping around in 
the moonlight. (The moon goddess 
was universally worshiped and 
feared.) 

Another animal, the horse, was 
also sacred to many pagan people. 
And since everybody knew iron 
could rout demons, it was natural 
that the horseshoe would bring good 
luck! 

Almost all of us have the habit of 
covering our mouth when we yawn. 
Surely not a superstition, we say, 
but just good manners. And yet it 
all began when our forebears were 
afraid that yawning would let an 
evil spirit enter their bodnes. They 
were afraid, very literally, of “los- 
ing their breath.” 

Color superstitions are plentiful 
among primitive people. Some Afri- 
can tribes believe black is the color 
of rain—to produce rain a black ani- 
mal must be sacrificed. Peasants in 
parts of Russia put skeins of red 
wool around the arms and legs of 
fever victims. Many modern popu- 
lar beliefs about color are not super- 
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SUPERSTITIONS— 
How they began 


stitions at all. Red and orange 
really do tend to excite emotions, 
blue and green to calm them. Color 
designers and psychologists, together 
with modern color laboratories such 
as those at Interchemical Corpora- 
tion, have done much to remove the 
superstition from our dealings with 
color both in business and the home, 
and to make the use of color a 
science. 

Speaking of business, did you 
know that the traditional and sober 
99-year lease has its roots in a su- 
perstitious “numbers” game? The 
100-year contract was never fashion- 
able because even numbers were 
once considered unlucky. And one 
of the reasons the two-dollar bill 
came under a cloud: gamblers never 
liked a “deuce.” 

Far from being the musty old relic 
that many people think it is, super- 
stition is as lively, contemporary 
and quick-sprouting as a garden 
weed. New ones are sprouting up 
all the time. In the last 20 years, 
baby shoes have become the guar- 
antee of automotive safety for many 
a driver. And from the lunch count- 
ers and hamburger joints through- 
out the country a baffling belief has 
arisen—bubbles clustered in the cen- 
ter of your coffee mean money on 
the way. 

An estimated 20 million of us tote 
lucky charms of one sort or another. 
President Eisenhower carries a five- 
guinea gold piece. Harry Truman 
can’t be separated from a miniature 


piano. Countless numbers of us 
wear “lucky” clothes at crucial 
times. 


So instead of burying that rabbit’s 
foot in your pocket, take it out and 
show it to your friends. They might 
turn out to be fellow fetishists! But 
be careful. A gust of ill-wind might 
blow your lucky charm under a lad- 
der or across a black cat’s path. All 
the four-leaf clovers in Ireland 
couldn’t help you then! 
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A Leader for the 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” 


April 12, 1959 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 10:17-27. 


S HEBREW life developed 

during the generations after 
they had occupied the land of Ca- 
naan, they also developed more 
complex ways of government. 
We saw last week how Samuel 
served as a “judge.” He was not 
expected to make laws; he was 
only to settle disputes on the 
basis of what he conceived to be 
the will of God. They really 
thought of themselves as a the- 
ocracy with God as their king. 

Our lesson today concerns the 
transference from this kind of a 
system to a kingdom with an 
earthly king. In due time, the 
people came to think of the kings 
as the voice of God. At first it 
was difficult for some to change 
their thinking to fit this kind of 
a situation. The ritual and wor- 
ship of their systems made it easy 
for them to feel that God was 
speaking to them, directly. 

There is some indication in this 
text that Samuel was not very 
enthusiastic about the transfer- 
ence of authority to a king. This 
was because of his conviction 
that the people had not really 
followed the will of God. (1 Sam- 
uel 10:18, 19.) 

It is not easy to understand 
all the details of Chapters 9 and 
10—and how to fit them together. 
The accounts of the first contact 
of Samuel with Saul and Saul’s 
anointing precede the text of to- 
day’s lesson. God has spoken to 
Samuel about Saul, saying, ‘He 
it is who shall rule over my peo- 
ple.” (9:17.) 

In this passage Samuel speaks 
for God, saying that he brought 
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them up out of Egypt, protected 
and delivered them, but that, 
“This day [you have] rejected. 
your God.” (Verse 19.) Instead 
of God, the people have said, ‘‘Set 
a king over us.” 

It is quite a jump on the part 
of the people’s loyalty to move 
from the theocratic idea of gov- 
ernment to the rule of a visible 
king. 

Before this great kingdom of 
Saul, David and Solomon came to 
an end, some of the fears were 
proved correct. These kings may 
have been conscious of ruling un- 
der the authority of God while 
other kings and emperors felt 
themselves to be the final author- 
ity. But these Hebrew kings 
sometimes acted like ordinary 
mortals. 

Samuel made quite a spectacle 
out of the selection of Saul. This 
passage (Verses 20 to 24) is also 
difficult to understand in the light 
of the first verse in the chapter. 
Samuel had all the tribes come 
together and then began a series 
of choices by lot, to see who 
would be king. This was a sys- 
tem used in Bible times to dis- 
cern the will of God. The suc- 
cessor to Judas among the apos- 
tles was chosen in this way. 

First, the tribe of Benjamin 
was drawn in the lot. (Verse 20.) 
Next, the number of the Matrite 
family in the tribe of Benjamin 
was the winner. (Verse 21.) 
Then the name of Saul, the son 
of Kish, was “taken by lot.” 

Then they couldn’t find Saul. 
“He has hidden himself among 
the baggage,” the voice of the 
Lord said. (Verse 22.) This 
might indicate that the anoint- 
ing scene described in the earlier 
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document (10:1) may have taken 
place already and that Saul was 
not old enough to want to assume 
his responsibilities. 

When he was finally brought 
before the people there were 
shouts of joy, for he was “taller 
than any of the people from the 
shoulders upwards.” (Verse 23.) 
If they had chosen him by ballot, 
he would not have received all 
the votes. 

We notice in the chapters that 
intervene between the text today 
and next Sunday’s lesson that 
Saul had the qualities of good 
leadership and was able to lead 
his people well in the early years 
of his kingship. We might no- 
tice some of these, for they are 
the qualities of all good leader- 
ship, in any place or generation. 

First, as we have already no- 
ticed, he was a modest man. That 
is always a mark of a good leader. 

Second, Saul was loyal to God 
and to the people. In some ways 
his task was more difficult than 
that of a judge. The worshipful 
atmosphere which surrounded 
the remarks of a judge kept the 
people from criticizing him as he 
spoke for God. A king had no 
such protection. Only his loyalty 
to God would insure right deci- 
sions. 

Saul was a patient man. These 
people and their fathers had suf- 
feerd much and sometimes they 
seemed ungrateful. God ought to 
get them out of just one more 
scrape, they often felt. We some- 
times wonder how these intrepid 
men of God were able to fulfill 
their leadership obligations as 
well as they did. 

Things haven’t changed much. 
Let any elected leader today take 
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any firm position and he will have 
his opposition after him. Per- 
haps the people are always di- 
vided. But the people must have 
a leader, and the leader is respon- 
sible to God. 


The Scripture 
1 Samuel 10:17-27 


17 Now Samuel called the people 
together to the LORD at Mizpah; 
18 and he said to the people of Is- 
rael, “Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel out of 
Egypt, and I delivered you from the 
the hand of the Egyptians and from 
the hand of all the kingdoms that 
were oppressing you.’ 19 But you 
have this day rejected your God, 
who saves you from all your calami- 
ties and your distresses; and you 
have said, ‘No! but set a king over 
us.’ Now therefore present your- 
selves before the LORD by your 
tribes and by your thousands.” 

20 Then Samuel brought all the 
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe 
of Benjamin was taken by lot. 21 
He brought the tribe of Benjamin 
near by its families, and the family 
of the Matrites was taken by lot; 
finally he brought the family of the 
Matrites near man by man, and Saul 
the son of Kish was taken by lot. 
But when they sought him, he could 
not be found. 22 So they inquired 
again of the LORD, “Did the man 
come hither?” and the LORD said, 
“Behold, he has hidden himself 
among the baggage.” 23 Then they 
ran and fetched him from there; 
and when he stood among the peo- 
ple, he was taller than any of the 
people from his shoulders upwards. 
24 And Samuel said to all the peo- 
ple, “Do you see him whom the 
LORD has chosen? There is none 
like him among all the people.” And 
all the people shouted, “Long live 
the king!” 

25 Then Samuel told the people 
the rights and duties of the king- 
ship; and he wrote them in a book 
and laid it up before the LORD. 
Then Samuel sent all the people 
away, each one to his home. 26 Saul 
also went to his home at Gibeah, 
and with him went men of valor 
whose hearts God had touched. 27 
But some worthless fellows said, 
“How can this man save us?” And 
they despised him, and brought him 
no present. But he held his peace. 
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AMUEL, aged and benevolent 
prophet and priest of Israel, 
served the people from his youth 
up to his old age with ability and 
devotion. His sons, Joel and Abi- 
jah, had become judges at Beer- 
sheba, in the South country. But 
they “did not walk in their fa- 
ther’s ways, but turned aside 
after gain; they took bribes and 
perverted justice.” This set the 
people against them and they ap- 
pealed to Samuel at Ramah, their 
elders speaking for them. 

“Give us a king,” they cried, 
“to govern us like all the na- 
tions.”” This displeased Samuel, 
although he was probably fully 
aware of the situation concern- 
ing his sons’ misuse of power. 

How true to our own time! Let 
us do like everybody else! So in 
times of political danger and/or 
economic stringency, dictators 
may arise to capitalize upon pop- 
ular discontent. A change may 
not be an improvement, but pop- 
ular outcry will bring changes in 
political leadership. Politicians, 
policemen, schoolteachers and 
yes, ministers too, being in pub- 
lic service, know all about popu- 
lar outcry. No one in public life 
is altogether safe from the public 


they serve. This may not be all 
bad either. 
Socially, it may mean that 


everybody wants to keep up with 
the Joneses, whoever they are. 
The pressure of conformity is 
tremendous. Is it that formless 
thing called “the spirit of the 
age”? We believe this is what 
Paul refers to in Romans 12, 
when he counsels, “Be not con- 
formed to this age [or this 
world] but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that 
you may be able to know what 


Meaning for Today 


by W. Marion Rowlen 


the will of God is, what is good. 

So in the breakdown of Sam- 
uel’s sons and the resultant out- 
cry, Samuel is constrained to se- 
cure for them a king. He warns 
them, “The king will take your 
manservants and maidservants, 
your asses and your cattle, and 
put them to his work. He will 
take the tenth of your flocks and 
you shall be his slaves. ...” But 
their clamor drowned out the 
counsel of the wise Samuel. ‘We 
want a king to fight our battles!” 
And strangely, the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Hearken to their voice 
and make them a king.” Was 
this to teach them the hard way? 

Human beings being what we 
are, how else do we learn? Men 
of God like Samuel have a re- 
sponsibility in all times to declare 
the counsel of the Lord. It may 
not be heeded, but it must be de- 
livered for the love of God and 
for the salvation and hope of the 
people. 

Religion is meant to give per- 
spective. In our time we need 
this perspective, and the minis- 
ter is the man to give it. The 
church has a responsible place in 
the world, and it is the human 
agency of the divine will. Hence, 
the church is eternally under the 
judgment of God. 

We suppose that as kings went 
in that day Saul was as good a 
choice as any that might have 
been made. He had some good 
qualities: he seemed modest 
enough, loyal to the people, re- 
spectful to Samuel, and patient 
under criticism. 

Leaders of the people arise, as 
Saul arose, but even the leaders 
need the leading of the man of 
God, and of the Church of Christ. 
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THE FOLLOWING reviews and rat- 
ings of current motion picture films 
have been provided by the Protes- 
tant Motion Picture Council, in co- 
operation, with the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission and United 
Church Women of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. These two films have been 
given “Family” audience suitability 
rating, recommended for all mem- 
bers of the family. 


SLEEPING BEAUTY (Walt Disney 
Prod., Buena Vista Release). “The 
Sleeping Beauty” fairy tale which 
has peopled the imagination of chil- 
dren through many generations and 
in many places, whatever may have 
been the version, now comes to life 
as if lifted from pages of vivid illus- 
trations. With the help of the Dis- 
ney Studios’ techniques in drawing, 
animation, color, sound and multi- 
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MOTION PICTURE REVIEW 


tudinous effects, 
production. 

Fantasy knows no bounds, magic 
has full sway and imagination runs 
riot. Passages of Tchaikovsky’s mu- 
sic for the “Sleeping Beauty” ballet 
adds artistic touches. 

The good fairies appear to be 
motherly souls with human traits 
and the bad fairy Maleficent oozes 
wickedness in a_ semi-sophisticated 
way so that her minions who are to 
inspire horror and fear would not 
have ill effects upon small children. 
(The young ones we questioned 
loved the dragon, the jet-like flames 
and the weird creatures). 

There are twittering birds, mys- 
terious forests, fantastic castles to 
absorb attention. The Princess is 
beautiful, the Prince is _ really 
charming and brave. His steed is 
among the most understanding, good- 
humored horses we have met. “Good 
time is had by all.” 


it is a beautiful 


<a 


A scene from “The Sleeping Beauty”—a fairy tale made charming to chil- 
dren by Disney Studios’ techniques. 
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The rushing waters of the Colorado 
River continue to cut away at the 
solid rock of the canyon, carving the 
gorge still deeper in this scene from 


Walt Disney’s “Grand Canyon,” 
filmed in CinemaScope and techni- 
color. 


GRAND CANYON (Walt Disney 
Production, Buena Vista Release). 
Ferde Grofe’s descriptive “Grand 
Canyon” suite is illustrated by beau- 
tiful Technicolor photography of 
this famous canyon of the Colorado 
River. 

Filmed at various times of day 
and at different seasons, the deep 
cleft is shown in all its grandeur 
and in many moods, following the 
musical score it inspired in the first 
place—whether it be the swiftly ed- 
dying river or the high peaks of red 
rocks. 

The animals met “on the trail,” 
small rodents, pouncing mountain 
lion, slithering snake, panached 
skunk, the deer at a pool and the 
great eagle surveying his domain— 
all are of special interest. 

It is in the majesty of the skies 
that the magnificence of Nature is 
realized, in scudding clouds, pale 
winter sun, regal-hued sunsets and 
furious cloudbursts. 

This is a masterpiece, even though 
it lasts less than 30 minutes. 





Chairman of the Protestant Mo- 
tion Picture Council is Mrs. Jesse 
M. Bader, 41 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 3, N. Y. 
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Disciples Aid Schweitzer Hospital, Haiti 


More than 6,500 clothing items 
and thousands of other units of 
material aid were sent in the 
closing months of 1958 to the Al- 
bert Schweitzer Hospital in Haiti 
by Christian churches. 


In March an additional shipment 
of 1,800 pounds of similar materials 
also was sent in behalf of the 
churches, according to Miss Ella L. 
Williams, coordinator of material aid 
and refugee resettlement of The 
Christian Missionary Society. 

Most numerous articles catalogued 
in February in Haiti by W. Lloyd 
Shirer, Disciple chaplain at the hos- 
pital, were 3,541 diapers for babies 
and 3,068 gowns for older patients 
at the hospital. 

Other items contributed in rather 
large quantities included sheets, pil- 
low cases, crib sheets, blankets, rub- 
ber sheets, mattress covers, mats for 
cribs, quilts, shirts and shorts, and 
jackets. 


Disciples’ interest in the Schwei- 
tzer hospital is increased because 
Dr. and Mrs. Larimer Mellon, mem- 
bers of the Park Avenue Christian 
Church, New York City, are founders 
and directors of the hospital. 


Last year further interest was pro- 
vided by the temporary assignment 
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas DeHaven, 
Disciple missionary appointees, to 
the hospital in Haiti. Mr. DeHaven 
is trained as a hospital adminis- 
trator. Mrs. DeHaven is an accred- 
ited medical doctor and serves on 
the medical staff. They are await- 
ing visas to serve in India. 


Mrs. W. M. Smith Dies 


INDIANAPOLIS (Bulletin)—Mrs. 
Edna Sue Smith, 43, wife of William 
Martin Smith, general representative 
of the Pension Fund, died suddenly 
here March 21. 

Without any previous symptoms, 
Mrs. Smith became ill about 10:30 
and died at noon, shortly after be- 
ing taken to the hospital. Despite 
a record of low blood pressure, she 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Besides Mr. Smith, a daughter and 
a son survive—Mrs. Janet Sue Whin- 
rey and Stephen Smith, a sophomore 
in high school. There are two grand- 
children. 
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Photo by Lloyd Shirer 
PARCELS unloaded at Schweitzer 


hospital truck dock. Thomas De- 
Haven, missionary appointee as- 
signed temporarily to Haiti, and five 
Haitian men pile boxes on “dollies.” 


Seven Needed Immediately 


Seek Refugee Sponsors 


INDIANAPOLIS—Remember the 
“Freedom Fighters” of Hungary? 
They were the toast of the free 
world in 1956. 


Housing and jobs were opened to 
them around the world, with 170,000 
refugees being assisted. Of these, 
38,000 found their way to the United 
States. 

Today (30 months later) some 
18,000 Hungarians are still languish- 
ing in refugee camps in Austria. 

Miss Ella L. Williams, coordinator 
of material aid and refugee resettle- 
ment for The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, reports that she 
needs sponsors immediately for 
seven cases: 

Janos Gerdan, 36, speaks Hun- 
garian, Romanian and German, 12 
years of schooling, 14 years as me- 
chanic and locksmith. 

Terezia Ritz, 20, speaks Hungarian, 
German and some English, 11 years’ 
schooling including office work, trade 
school, experience in photocolor, of- 
fice clerking, factory, domestic work. 

Laszlo Major, 20, speaks Hun- 
garian, German and some English, 
14% years of schooling including 
some engineering study, willing to 


of the Brotherhood 





work and wanting to continue his 
education. 

Paul Feher, 44 (with wife and 
daughter, 13), speaks Hungarian, five 
years of schooling, 23 years’ experi- 
ence as locksmith and machinist. 

Istvan Muskoszky, 49 (with wife), 
speaks Hungarian, German, French 
and some English, 12 years’ school- 
ing plus 5 years in civil and con- 
struction engineer training, 25 years’ 
experience as construction engineer. 

Roza Gal, 60, speaks Hungarian, 8 
years’ schooling, 35 years’ experience 
as cook and two years as domestic. 

Laszlo Orban, 18, speaks Hun- 
garian and German, 8 years’ school- 
ing, three years’ experience as 
gardener in a greenhouse. 

There also are 41 others available 
through Miss Williams’ office. 

There are also Yugoslav, German, 
Dutch, Bulgarian, Romanian and 
Jordanian persons. They, too, seek 
Protestant church assistance. 


W. H. Pinkerton Dies 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—William H. 
Pinkerton, 94, minister for 65 years 
who had served Christian churches 
in Kentucky and Missouri, died 
March 12 at the home of his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Eugene V. Pugh in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Services for the veteran minister 
were held March 14 in National City 
Christian Church. Officiating was 
the pastor, J. Warren Hastings, as- 
sisted by Jesse M. Bader, general sec- 
retary of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples). 

Interment was in Ghent, Ky., 
where he began his ministry in 1888. 

After the resignation of H. H. Har- 
mon as minister of the National City 
Christian Church, Dr. Pinkerton was 
the ad interim pastor when the 
church called R. H. Miller to succeed 
Dr. Harmon. Dr. Pinkerton presided 
at Dr. Miller’s installation service. 
In 1941 he was called back to Wash- 
ington from California to again as- 
sume the duties of acting pastor 
after the departure of Dr. Miller who 
became editor of The Christian- 
Evangelist. He served ten months 
and presided at Dr. Hasting’s instal- 
lation. 

Dr. Bader, a _ correspondent-at- 
large for The Christian Evangelist- 
Front Rank, reports that Dr. Pinker- 
ton preached his last sermon on his 
85th birthday on the subject, “This 
Is Life Eternal.” Comments Dr. 
Bader, “A great man has fallen in 
the ranks of the Disciples of Christ.” 
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Ronald Reagan Named to Education Board 


HAWKINS, TEXAS—Ronald Reagan, motion picture star and tele- 
vision personality, has been named a director of the Board for 
Fundamental Education, a national organization with headquarters 


in Indianapolis. 


Announcement was made by An- 
gus G. Wynne, Jr., president of the 
Great Southwest Corporation and 
president of the Board for Funda- 
mental Education. 

In accepting his appointment to 
the board, Mr. Reagan expressed his 
conviction that the self-help pro- 
gram which the board offers through 
its seven enterprise centers provides 
the most intelligent approach yet 
devised for elevating the economy 
of under-developed areas. 

He stated that he was glad to join 
the 35 business and industrial lead- 
ers who constitute the board, and 
who are dedicated to the principles 
of fundamental education. 

Mr. Reagan, who resides at Pacific 
Palisades, Calif., has been interested 
and active in the field of education 
since his graduation from Eureka 
(Illinois) College in 1932. 

The Board for Fundamental Edu- 
cation, chartered by the United 
States Congress in 1954, operates 
through enterprise centers at: Flan- 
ner House, Indianapolis; Jarvis 
Christian College, Hawkins, Texas; 
Northland College, Ashland, Wiscon- 
sin; The Arnold School, Duluth, 
Minnesota; Naytahwaush, White 
Earth Indian Reservation, Minne- 
sota; Dale Hollow Larger Parish, 
Tennessee; and Wirt County, West 
Virginia. 

It is expected that an eighth en- 
terprise center soon will be estab- 
lished in the Artibonite Valley in 
Haiti, in connection with the Albert 
Schweitzer Hospital there. 


Expansion Slated 
Phillips Seminary Plans 


ENID, OKLA.—The Graduate Semi- 
nary of Phillips University has an- 
nounced plans for expansion and the 
appointment of Dean Stephen J. 
England as full-time seminary dean. 

Dr. England will also teach courses 
in New Testament. 

Phillips President Eugene S. Briggs 
has also announced that Robert G. 
Martin, a member of the Phillips 
faculty since 1933 and a teacher of 
Old Testament in the Graduate Semi- 
nary, has been named acting dean of 
the undergraduate “College of the 
Bible.” 

Enrollment in the College of the 
Bible has been about 275 during the 
current year and The Graduate 
Seminary has enrolled over 125. 

Dean England, who joined the 
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Phillips faculty in 1925, holds the 
Ph.D. degree from Yale University. 
He is the second dean of the College 
of the Bible and the Graduate Semi- 
nary, succeeding the late Frank H. 
Marshall in 1942. 

Dr. Martin received his Ph.D. de- 
gree at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 





Dean Stephen J. England 





Myers Y. Cooper Bequest 
$5,000 Hiram Fund 


HirAM, OHIO—A bequest of $5,000 
from the estate of the late Myers Y. 
Cooper of Cincinnati will establish 
a scholarship fund at Hiram College, 
it was announced here this week by 
college treasurer Frank Buell. 

Mr. Cooper, a former governor of 
Ohio, died early in December. He 
had been a trustee of Hiram College 
since 1946. 

The bequest will establish the 
Myers Y. Cooper Scholarship Fund. 


104 Added at Bell, Calif. 


First Christian Church, Bell, Calif., 
reports 104 additions as the result 
of a 15-day evangelistic crusade end- 
ing March 15. 

Leadership was provided by Evan- 
gelist Roy Snodgrass and Mrs. Snod- 
grass. Music was provided by Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Pollock. 

Pastor of the church is A. E. 
Worthy. 
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Obituaries 
Arthur A. Hyde 


Arthur A. Hyde, state chaplain for 
the Battey State Hospital in Rome, 
Ga., died March 9 in an Atlanta, Ga., 
hospital. 

He headed the department of Social 
Service at the hospital. Before going 
to Rome, Chaplain Hyde was pastor 
of First Church, Hammond, Ind. He 
was 65 years old. 

A native of Georgia, he received his 
undergraduate college education at 
Johnson Bible College and was 
awarded M.A. and B.D. degrees from 
Phillips University, Enid, Okla. He 
was a writer for The Christian Evange- 
list-Front Rank. 

He had also served churches in 
Alabama and Tennessee. 


Anna Mobley 


Anna Elizabeth Mobley, 70, wife of 
Charles B. Mobley, a Christian church 
minister, died Jan. 7 at her home in 
Palo Alto, Calif 

Mrs. Mobley, a native of Germany, 
was a member of First Church in Palo 
Alto and active in the _ Christian 
Women’s Fellowship. Mr. Mobley was 
pastor of the church for several years. 


Mrs. Joyce Drake 


Mrs. Joyce Drake, wife of Charles 
Drake, minister of Freeport Boulevard 
Christian Church, Sacramento, Calif., 
died Feb. 23. 

She suffered a cerebral hemorrhage. 


M. Ted Vinson 


M. Ted Vinson, chairman of the 
elders for the San Lorenzo Christian 
Church, San Lorenzo, Calif., was killed 
Feb. 5 in an airplane crash. He was 
a test pilot. 


E. L. Owens 


E. L. Owens, minister and business- 
man of Springfield, Mo., died March 8. 
He had served various pastorates in 
Missouri. Memorial services were held 
in St. Louis. 


Mabel Schenck 


Mrs. Mabel Schenck, who had served 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety as an office secretary for many 
a died at her home in Princeton, 
n 


Mrs. Schenck had also served as sec- 
retary to the late Dr. Edgar DeWitt 
Jones while he was pastor of the Cen- 
tral Woodward Christian Church, in 
Detroit. She moved to Princeton six 
years ago. 


Alma Favors Plopper 


Mrs. Alma Favors Plopper, wife of 
C. H. Plopper, died March 12 

Born in Comanche, Tex., she received 
training in Clara Barton Hospital, San 
Francisco, and in 1903 became the first 
nurse to go to China under the Foreign 
Missionary Society. Assigned to the 
Luchowfu Hospital, she taught Chinese 
nurses and medical assistants. She 
was also doing religious work among 
the women, ran a boys’ school, while 
the educational missionary was on fur- 
— and finally started a school for 
girls. 

Evangelistic work took more of her 
time, and after her first term she gave 
up nursing, and turned to it entirely. 

In 1915 she married Clifford H. Plop- 
per. They continued their work to- 
gether, until 1948, when she suffered 
a paralytic stroke. They were forced 
to return to America, and settled in 
Fresno, Calif. 
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Encouraging Reports . . . 
India Convention 


TAKHATPUR, BILASPUR—It was 
noon of Feb. 10 and 57 delegates 
from our 20 organized churches 
were seated in a circle on the 
ground by the big tree in the Mis- 
sion Compound at Bilaspur, India, 
waiting for the rice and curry to be 
served out to them. 

That afternoon the Convention of 
churches was to begin. There also 
were visitors, for anyone can attend. 
But the voting members of the Con- 
vention are delegates chosen by the 
churches and only active giving 
members can be on the list from 
which they are chosen. 


FIVE MISSIONARIES were dele- 
gates from the mission. Besides the 
visitors from our own _ churches 
there were those from the Austra- 
lian and English Disciples and from 
Orissa. 

The general theme was faith and 
our special speaker Caldwell Smith, 
from Allahabad, brought some fine 
messages on faith and the church. 
He stated that the future depended 
on how the church in India would 
carry the Cross. 


REPORTS were given of all the 
churches. These have a total mem- 
bership of 6,350. Disciples in India 
were the first to send a missionary 
to Nepal. Most churches are helping 
with her support. The work there 
is expanding. 

Most of them are giving to carry 
on some evangelistic work in their 
own area. Almost all have active 
C.W.F.’s and many good works were 
enumerated which the women had 
done for their churches and for 
others. 

There is a total CWF membership 
of 500, with 400 active, and they 
feel themselves a real part of the 
world organization. 

A report was given of the Union 
church at the new steel plant at 
Bhilai. This was started by the vari- 
ous churches working in the area. 
One of our trained young men is 
the pastor and the church has grown 
rapidly. Now there is a community 
of 500 and more are being baptized. 
They had a grant given them by the 
Union Board, but since January, 
1959, they have not needed to use 
this. They are now self-supporting. 
However, they need a church build- 
ing badly and are asking the other 
churches to help them raise this 
money. 

The report from Orissa was en- 
couraging. Five years ago they had 
85 churches. Now there are 127. 
Always there are enquirers and 
those being taught for baptism. 

In the evening everyone enjoyed 
a sing. We not only sang together 
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but had the great joy of hearing the 
solos of Mrs. Deitweiler and the 
piano and violin solos of Robert 
John and David Bonham. The pro- 
gram ended with prayers in five dif- 
ferent languages represented at the 
Convention.—ETHEL SHREVE 


Ewart H. Wyle, Jr. 
Mo. Youth Worker 


Ewart H. Wyle, Jr., pastor of First 
Christian Church, Lexington, Mo., 
will become the director of youth 
work of the Missouri Association of 
Christian Churches, April 15, suc- 
ceeding Eugene N. Frazier who has 
become minister of the Park Place 
Christian Church, Hutchinson, Kan. 

Mr. Wyle, minister of the church 
at Lexington since Aug. 1, 1955, is 
the son of Ewart H. Wyle, Sr., min- 
ister of the Country Club Christian 
Church, Kansas City, and is a tenth 
generation preacher born in Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

He received the B.A. degree from 
Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, with the B.D. from Brite Col- 
lege of the Bible, there. 

While still in Texas, Mr. Wyle was 
director-dean of Young People’s Con- 
ference in 1955. Since coming to 
Missouri he has directed District V 
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Chi Rho Camp and at present is 
president of District V and a mem- 
ber of the state board. He has 
served as a delegate from Missouri 
on the Committee on Recommenda- 
tions of the International Conven- 
tion. 

A service of installation will be 
held for Mr. Wyle during the annual 
assembly of the Missouri Association 
of Christian Churches to be held in 
First Christian Church, Columbia, 
April 14-17. 





@ The Bethany College Bethany, W. 
Va., library has received a gift of 
over 1,500 volumes from the library 
of the late Harry G. Hill, an 1897 
graduate of Bethany and long-time 
minister of the City Temple in Cin- 
cinnati. The gift was made by Miss 
Dorothy Hill, the daughter of Harry 
G. Hill and Mrs. Hill, also a Bethany 
alumnus. 


@ Melvin Ray Schultz, pastor of 
First Christian Church, Henry, IIL, 
has received a certificate of nomina- 
tion for Ten Outstanding Young Men 
Awards from the National Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. He was one 
of only 238 young men under 35 
from all over America who were 
considered for these honors and rec- 
ognitions. 
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A Southern white 
Baptist minister 
and professor 

writes on Segregation 


NO SOUTH OR NORTH 


By Roger H. Crook. Here is a refreshing and 
Just penetrating analysis of racial strife, written by a 
man who is both a white Southerner and a Baptist 
minister and professor. The structure of America’s 
race tension becomes clear in these pages—as does 
The the, concept that basic Christian principles are the 
tools to combat that tension. 
a survey of Bible statements on race relations and 
adds constructive suggestions for bridging the 
chasm between faith and practice. 10N216, $2.50 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


The author includes 
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Described by Spencer Austin 


“Era of Realization” 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA.—The next half 
century, the fourth such period in 
the historic development of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), will be an era of “realiza- 
tion and fulfillment,” Spencer P. 
Austin declared at a union service in 
First Christian Church, here. 

Dr. Austin, director of Unified Pro- 
motion, Indianapolis, presented the 
program for the churches during the 
next ten years. 

At the service a constitution for 
the newly formed Council of Chris- 
tian Churches of Greater Birming- 
ham was adopted. Council President 
Thomas C. Phelps, minister of Val- 
ley Christian Church, presided at the 
union service. 


Austin, Texas, Building 


AUSTIN, TExAS—Construction 
work has begun on a new educa- 
tional building at South Austin 
Church, Austin, Tex. 

The building will provide eight 
additional classrooms, a fellowship 
area, a kitchen and other facilities. 
The project also includes remodeling 
of the sanctuary, increased seating 
capacity, acoustical ceiling, recessed 
lighting, paneled walls, and the ad- 
dition of two administrative offices. 
Both structures will have year-round 
air conditioning. 

The educational annex will be re- 
modeled to provide class and com- 
mittee rooms, snack facilities for 
parties, and some storage space. The 
exterior will be completely refin- 
ished. 

Sidney Hawkins is minister of the 
church. 


To Kingman, Kansas 


Elry A. Jeffries, student pastor of 
the Pond Creek (Okla.) Christian 
Church, will become pastor of the 
Christian Church at Kingman, Kan., 
April 19. 

Mr. Jeffries will receive his B.D. 
degree from the Graduate Seminary 
of Phillips University May 27. 

During Mr. Jeffries’ ministry at 
Pond Creek, the church held its first 
school of missions, its first 24-hour 
chain of prayer and for the first 
time 90 per cent of the active Chris- 
tian Youth Fellowship members 
pledged to the local and world out- 
reach budget of the congregation. 


Dallas Exchange 


DALLAS, TExXAS—On the second 
Sunday of youth week, the ministers 
of the Church of the Master, a con- 
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gregation of the United Church of 
Christ (E and R), and Trinity Chris- 
tian Church here exchanged pulpits. 

Both ministers, Donald F. Koelling 
and Robert D. Chambless, respec- 
tively, spoke to the theme of youth 
week, “Dare We Live in the House- 
hold of God?” 

Harry Kuhn, president of the Con- 
sistory of the Church of the Mas- 
ter, came with Mr. Koelling and 
brought greetings from his congre- 
gation. Wallace R. Hoyle, chairman 
of the board of Trinity Church, simi- 
larly brought greetings to the other 
congregation. 


At Atlantic Christian 


Loan Program 


WILSON, N. C.—Atlantic Christian 
College has received notification 
from the United States Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare 
of the initial allotment of $2,628 un- 
der the National Defense Student 
Loan Program. 

The student loan program is set 
up to run until 1966 and each par- 
ticipating college is required to 
match the allotments from the gov- 
ernment in the ratio of $1 for each 
$9 received. 

This new loan fund will be ad- 
ministered by the regular Student 
Loan Fund Committee of the college 
and applications will be made. 


Chapman Banquet 


ORANGE, CALIF.—Dr. D. Ray Lind- 
ley, executive vice-president of 
Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, was the principal speaker at 
the 1959 Chapman College Founders’ 
Week Scholarship Banquet March 6. 


For the second year, the affair 
was held at the Disneyland Hotel. 
Net proceeds from the $15-per-per- 
son, $25-per-couple event go into 
scholarships. for new students enter- 
ing Chapman next September. 


Dr. Lindley accepted his present 
position at TCU after serving three 
years as president of Atlantic Chris- 
tian College, Wilson, N. C. 


Brotherhood Chairman 


JACKSONVILLE, 'TEXAS—Robert D. 
Matheny, minister of First Church 
here, was appointed brotherhood 
chairman for the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews for the 
city of Jacksonville. A team of 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
clergymen visited the schools and 
civic clubs of the city to speak on 
the theme of brotherhood.—RoBERT 
D. MATHENY 


THE CHRISTIAN 


inisters Hear Lectures 


Kansas Institute 


WIcHITA, KaN.—Harold Enz, pas- 
tor of the Central Christian Church, 
Arkansas City, Kan., was elected 
president of the Kansas Ministers’ 
Institute at the Jan. 12-14, 1959, In- 
stitute here. 

Highlighting the Institute were 
three lecturers. Dr. C. Kermit 
Phelps lectured on the _ general 
theme of the clergy in counseling 
and mental health; Dr. Dwight E. 
Stevenson presented a series of Bi- 
ble lectures; and G. Curtis Jones gave 
a series on preaching. 

The ministers’ wives, in separate 
sessions, had a series of workshops 
led by Mrs. Dyre Campbell. 

Other new officers of the Minis- 
ters’ Institute are: C. William Nich- 
ols, Augusta, first vice-president; 
George Lakes, Morgan Avenue 
Church, Parsons, second vice-presi- 
dent; Joe Tempfer, Burlington, treas- 
urer; and Everett Figgs, Goodland, 
secretary. 

The new president of the Minis- 
ters’ Wives is Mrs. W. L. McEver of 
Coffeyville—EUGENE S. OGrRop. 


Trenton, Mo., Building 


First Church, Trenton, Mo., is en- 
gaged in a building-fund campaign 
preparatory to beginning construc- 
tion on the first of three units. 
Building will start May 1. 

This first unit includes 11,568 
square feet of floor space and will 
cast approximately $140,000. The 
unit will include offices, a fellow- 
ship hall and classrooms. 


The second unit will be the sanc- 
tuary, which will seat approximate- 
ly 500 people, and the third unit, 
additional educational rooms. 

The first building for the 106-year- 
old congregation was constructed in 
1853. This will be the fourth. The 
resident membership is 805. 


Herbert P. Davis is in his seventh 
year as the minister. 


Milligan Gets Library 


MILLIGAN COLLEGE, TENN.—Presi- 
dent Dean E. Walker of Milligan 
College has announced the gift of a 
library building to that institution. 

The library is a gift of T. W. Phil- 
lips, Jr., Charitable Trust and the 
Phillips family, Butler, Pa. The 
building will be named “The P. H. 
Welshimer Memorial Library” in 
memory of the late Dr. P. H. Wel- 
shimer, who was for many years pas- 
tor of First Christian Church in 
Canton, Ohio. 
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L. C Rampley on 
Divinity School Faculty 


To Drake Post 


Des MOINES, Iowa—Dr. Lester C. 
Rampley has been named assistant 
professor in Christian education in 
The Divinity School of Drake Uni- 
versity, Drake President Henry G. 
Harmon has announced here. 

Dr. Rampley has been a lecturer 
in Christian education at the Pacific 
School of Religion in Berkeley, Calif., 
where he was director of religious 
education at the University Chris- 
tian Church from 1953 to 1958. 

Dr. Rampley begins his duties at 
Drake in September. 

“Dr. Rampley’s appointment,” said 
John E. McCaw, dean of the Drake 
Divinity School, “emphasizes the long 
interest of Drake University in the 
area of Christian education.” 

Dr. Rampley received a master’s 
degree in religious education from 
The College of the Bible in Lexing- 
ton, Ky., and earned the bachelor of 
divinity and the doctor of theology 
degrees from Pacific School of Re- 
ligion. 

Dr. Rampley has held religious 
education positions in Christian 
churches in Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Win- 
chester, Ky.; Lakewood, Ohio; and 
Berkeley. 


Race Issue Session 


First Christian Church, Hot 
Springs, Ark., was host for a sym- 
posium and open discussion on the 
theme “Inter-Group Relationships in 
Our Community,” a program spon- 
sored jointly by the Christian action 
department of First Church and Vis- 
itors Chapel (African Methodist 
Episcopal) Church in observance of 
Race Relations Sunday. 

Three prominent citizens—a phy- 
sician, a Rabbi, and a lawyer and 
State Representative—made presen- 
tations on the subject as it relates 
to their professional fields. 

Robert A. Fudge is the minister. 


Sports Brotherhood 


BY JAMES W. CarTy, JR. 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—It takes cour- 
age to be brotherly in football as in 
the game of life, Bill Wade, the Los 
Angeles Rams football team’s quar- 
terback, said here Feb. 18 at Vine 
Street Christian Church. 

Wade is a member of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Nashville, and a 
leader in the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. He spoke at the annual 
interfaith dinner of the men’s fel- 
lowships of The Temple, Belmont 
Methodist Church and Vine Street 
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Christian Church. 

In football, the purpose is to win 
the game by playing fairly and to 
the best of the players’ ability, Wade 
said. In the game of life, people 
should move the peaceful, jovial, 
brotherly atmosphere of the dinner 
table to the workaday world, Wade 
added. 

And in both football and life, he 
said, brotherhood is advanced when 
people of different backgrounds 
share disappointments and joys. 
Wade listed the keys to brotherhood 
as understanding, forgiveness, love 
of people, criticizing others con- 
structively and despising evil. 


Leadership Changes .. . 
Where They Are Now 


@ Donald A. Ross from the staff of 
First Church, Salem, Ore., began his 
ministry at First Church, Jerome, 
Idaho, Feb. 1. 


@ James Plunkett is the new minis- 
ter of the Church of Christ at Lan- 
caster, Pa. 


@ John Holland, minister of Chris- 
tian education for First Church, Sac- 
ramento, Calif., was installed at spe- 
cial ceremonies in January. 


@ James A. Nichols became the new 
minister of the Fairview Church, 
Gladstone, Mo., Feb. 1. The Nichols 
family are moving here from Skia- 
took, Okla. 


Brotherhood News 


@ Beryl Sales Kinser, was guest di- 
rector for a state-wide program of 
comprehensive evangelism in Ohio 
and was recently guest minister in 
the pulpit of Central Church and 
Kettering Church, both in Dayton. 


@ W. Elbert Starn, executive secre- 
tary for the Disciples Council of 
Greater St. Louis, was guest in the 
pulpit of Watson Terrace Church, 
St. Louis, March 8. His appearance 
at the church marked the sixth an- 
niversary of the Watson Terrace 
Christian Church. 


THE LIFE OF 
CHRIST IN POETRY 


HAZEL DAVIS CLARK, ED 








40 QUESTIONS and 0 





ANSWERS on RELIGION 
JACK FINEGAN 
Christian archeologist and theologian. 
—— rertecrion & sooxs —— 
0 WHAT ARCHEOLOGY 
SAYS ABOUT THE BIBLE 


ALBERT N. WILLIAMS 
How archeology helps us understond the Bible 
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BOOKS help answer 





JIMMIE GOES TO 
CHURCH 

| KNOW_WHY WE 
GIVE THANKS 


BROADMAN 


your child’s questions 


w= 4« AT JESUS’ HOUSE 

t by Carolyn Muller Wolcott, pictures by Paul 
Galdone. 
tion of the boyhood of Jesus. 
customs and practices of the day, this book 
pictures some of his probable experiences. 
Ages 4-8. 


4 HELPERS AT MY CHURCH 


by Mary Sue White, pictures by Beatrice 
Derwinski. So that a child might better un- 
derstand his church, this book pictures the 
pastor and other workers in the church in 
their activities. Ages 4-8 


A delightful, interesting descrip- 
Following 


Cloth, $1.00; Board, 60¢ 


Other BROADMAN picture books your child 


will like: 

LISTEN TO THE NIGHT 
PETER AND THE RAIN 
THE LITTLE OLD LADY 
SUNDAY WITH STEVIE 


Cloth, $1.00; Board, 60¢ 


at your bookstore 
PRESS 
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The Christian Youth Fellowship-Chi Rho Fel- 
lowship of the First Church, Jacksonville, pre- 
sented an old-fashioned melodrama “Fireman 
Save My Child.” The profits realized from 
the presentation are being applied to their 
Christian World Friendship Fund pledge. Pic- 
tured are: Hero Richie Rippel, Heroine Claudia 
Naugle and Villain Jack Chancellor. 


The Christian Men’s Fellowship of 
First Church, Jacksonville, Fla., has 
recently been re-organized. Ray 
Turner, vice-president (left), hands 
the gavel to John Scott, newly 
elected president. At right is Dr. 
Norman Crawford of Jacksonville 
University. 


NEWS 
IN PICTURES 








Dr. John Ross, medical missionary (second from 


First Church, 


J e 
left), t k f W *s D t First 
left), was guest speaker for Women's Day at Fist = § Jacksonville, Florida 


minister. Also shown left to right are: James 

Douglas, board chairman, Mrs. David Holloway, 

president of the C. W. F., and Mrs. and Mr. Win- 
stead of the world outreach committee. 


Right: The World Outreach Com- 
mittee of First Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla., held a successful school of mis- 
sions last November. Some mem- 
bers of the CWF dressed in cos- 
tumes of the countries which they 
represented. Pictured (left to right) 
are: Mrs. David Holloway, CWF 
president; Wayne Tatlock; Richie 
Rippel; Mrs. Clarence Rippel; Mrs. 
Harold Clarke, representing Canada; 
Mrs. Frank K. Dunn, Hawaii; Mrs. 
Knox Miller, Mexico; Mrs. George 
Heady, Jamaica; Mrs. William Burke, 
Puerto Rico; Mrs. W. Hendrickson, 
Alaska; Mrs. Lloyd E. Tatlock, mod- 
erator of the panel and former mis- 
sionary to Paraguay. 


24 (440) THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 

















| 
| 


Te ee 








Who Has The Missing Piece? 








YOU —the individual, the church and the church organization. 
YOUR— participation in Church Extension’s Investment and Savings program will pro- 


vide the funds necessary to complete this church construction puzzle. 


Three-year Investment Certificates earn 4% compounded semi-annually, 





Demand Passbook accounts earn 342% compounded semi-annually. 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 S. Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


Please send me further information on ( ) Investment Certificates 
( )  Passbooks 


( ) Annuities 
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by William T. Pearcy 


Question: Our church is consider- 
ing a building program but we do 
not know what our first steps are. 
Do you have any suggestions re- 
garding organization and _  proce- 
dures? 


Answer: You have asked the right 
question, at the right time. The 
final results will prove, I hope, that 
you have directed it to the right 
place—the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. 


Some congregations have not been 
in a building program for as much 
as 50 years. It is not an experience 
that you have more than once in a 
generation, if that often. There- 
fore, if the problem is to be ap- 
proached intelligently and success- 
fully, a church can greatly benefit 
by assistance which this Board is 
anxious to provide. 

You are “considering a building 
program,” because you have a need. 
Perhaps the sanctuary is inadequate. 
The pews are coming apart, or the 





William T. Pearcy is the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion with headquarters at 110 South 
Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 7, In- 
diana. 





THING FIL 


“60D IS MY LANDLORD’ 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, ‘“‘The Quaker Miller’’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 








or over a quarter of a 
rite for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 


55 Sudbury Street, Boston 14, Mass. 
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Your Building Questions Answered = 


baptistry is in the floor and should 
be rebuilt, and, in addition, it leaks. 
Many times the classroom space is 
inadequate. Perhaps the kitchen is 
antiquated, or there is a great short- 
age of parking space. On occasion, 
the neighborhood is changing; the 
members are all moving away, and 
there is a real question as to 
whether the congregation should 
stay or move. If it moves, where 
should it go? If it stays, how much 
should its present facilities be ex- 
panded? 

The need, which you face, may 
be different than any I have men- 
tioned. But, it is real. It concerns 
the congregation and leaders, and 
something must be done about it. 

At the very beginning, a general 
consultation should be requested. A 
form for this action is provided 
upon request. Official board action 
must be taken, and the form filled 
out as completely as possible. Then 
send it in to our office. This gives 
the visit official status, both with us 
and with the church. 


Upon receipt of the invitation, we 
will enter your church on our field 
schedule. Usually, within 90 days 
a visit is made. The church will be 
advised in ample time as to the ex- 
act date, so that the proper group 
can be present. There is no charge 


for this. It is a part of our service 
to the churches. 
In this initial conference, the 


church is introduced to the work 
of Church Extension and its history 
since its beginning in 1883. The 
various services, which the Board of- 
fers, are then described in some de- 
tail. The financial capacity of the 
congregation is analyzed, both to 
raise money and to borrow. A time 
table is developed indicating dates 
by which certain things are to be 
done. It soon becomes clear to those 
present that there are many ways 
in which Church Extension can help 
solve the problem which is faced. 
In fact, at every point, from the se- 
lection of a site to making plans for 
dedication, this Board can assist you. 

In the matter of personal health, 
it frequently develops, upon diag- 
nosis, that what was thought at first 
to be only a minor ailment, may 
well prove to be a serious and com- 


THE CHRISTIAN 


plicated problem. So with a church 
and its facilities—the most clearly 
defined need may be some classroom 
space. But it may well prove, upon 
closer inspection, that a thorough 
overhauling of the entire plant may 
be in order. 

Recently I visited a church on a 
general consultation. A committee 
had been working on their problem. 
The chairman said, “What we need 
is 11 more classrooms.” But, even 
with the quick appraisal which I 
made on this initial visit, it was ap- 
parent that a very thorough study 
of the whole program of the church 
was essential. While more class- 
rooms were, undoubtedly, needed, 
there were many other functions for 
which adequate facilities were not 
being provided. 

Therefore, in most cases, it is sug- 
gested that a Study Committee be 
appointed, comprised of representa- 
tive leaders. They are the “diag- 
nostic team.” Church Extension 
provides them with a step-by-step 
procedure for making the study, to- 
gether with the necessary materials. 
Almost without exception there 
comes out of this new experience 
a rather clear picture of the needs 
of the congregation, in order to 
carry out an adequate program, both 
for today and tomorrow. 

With the information provided by 
the Study Committee, the consult- 
ing architect of the Board can then 
be invited. He is able to lay out a 
master plan by which the church 
can meet those needs which have 
come out of the committee’s report. 

It is likely that a major fund-rais- 
ing effort will be required. Church 
Extension offers a proved procedure 
and staff leadership. The cost is 
modest. Over the past 5 years 285 
campaigns have been conducted, in 
which $12,648,314.00 was raised in 
cash and not-to-exceed-3-year 
pledges. In almost every instance, 
the goals are exceeded. 

Later on, financing will, undoubt- 
edly, be required. Church Extension 
is in position to provide loans of any 
amounts, provided the congregation 
has the resources with which to 
meet the payments. By depositing 
its building funds with us, at the 
current rate of 3% per cent, a 
church will usually gain a lesser in- 
terest rate on its loan. Therefore, 
every church, from the beginning, 
is urged to open an account. By so 
doing everybody gains. 

Thus, as you can see, Church Ex- 
tension is in position to assist you 
every step of the way. There is no 
excuse for your church to make an 
unwise move. The accumulated ex- 
perience through 75 years enables 
us to point the way to both a chal- 
lenging and rewarding building pro- 
gram. We welcome the opportu- 
nity of serving your church, as well 
as every other in the Brotherhood. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh 


A Good Name 


HERE is an uncanny momentum 
that carries a congregation in 
the direction it wants to go. 

Once a church gains a good repu- 
tation it will do all in its power to 
live up to it. There is something 
about success that calls for con- 
tinued success. Regardless of the ef- 
fort required one may be sure that 
an effective congregation will con- 
tinue to be effective—until some 
strong influence changes the picture. 

If the church office creates a neat, 
well-planned bulletin that reveals 
care and initiative, al!) who read it 
will expect every printed piece from 
that office to be just as neat and 
just as effective. If a minister 
preaches two or three outstanding 
sermons on consecutive Sundays the 
congregation will expect a good ser- 
mon every Sunday. What is more, 
the minister will live up to the con- 
gregation’s expectations regardless 
of the extra study hours it takes. 

On the other hand, many churches 
are lax and inefficient because no- 
body expects anything of them. 

What a church is, it is “all over.” 
Unless there is one respected person 
to inspire, encourage, teach, and 
commend, the church building, pro- 
gram, and personnel will seem to be 
neglected “all over.” 

No congregation needs to remain 
despondent or inefficient. A minis- 
ter and a few dedicated laymen can 
build morale and transform defeat 
into a spirit of Christian hope. 

There are too many congregations 
with low ebb spirit. Here are a few 
suggestions for reviving them... 





MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 





Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
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@ Let two or three concerned indi- 
viduals start a “conspiracy” to lift 
the morale and increase the effec- 
tiveness of the church. 


@ Let these persons make a special 
effort to see that the work of any 
project, committee, or program with 
which they are connected is well 
planned, prepared and “performed.” 





“He Is Immature” 





See that there is not a single excep- 
tion. 


@ Use every informal occasion to 
commend those who have had a part 
in a successful program. 


@ As the opportunity comes, enlarge 
the “conspiracy group.” Ask each 
person in it to pray for the minister 
as he preaches, the choir as it sings, 
the elders and deacons as they pre- 
side at the Lord’s table, the congre- 
gation as it partakes—and pray too 
for various members in their special 
responsibilities and crisis. 


@ Publicize the good things that are 
planned and ignore the mistakes— 
except as you quietly seek to cor- 
rect them. 


@ Give your church a good reputa- 
tion in the things it does well. Soon 
it will work to maintain that repu- 
tation in all phases of its work. 
They will become dissatisfied with 
anything that does not measure up 
to the best they can do. 

A church is what it is, “all over” 
—and any church can _ change. 
What is the reputation of your 
church? 





by J. Warren Hastings 


“IT am living with a man in years, 
but a boy in emotions,” she said to 
me in my office. “My husband, who 
is forty years old, was promoted to 
a fine position about two years ago 
and he is increasingly difficult to 
live with. He is conceited and im- 
mature.” 

“I have been impressed by your 
husband’s brilliance and friendliness 
and I have been proud of the fact 
that he has enjoyed great promo- 
tions in his work,” I said. 

“You only see the self that my 
husband shows to outsiders. He is 
vain and selects all of his clothes 
most meticulously. He saw a $15 
necktie that he liked in a showcase 
in a hotel lobby. He bought it. 
When we were first married, he only 
got fifteen dollars a week. Now, 
the way he spends money on him- 
self, one would think that he has 
his own private mint. When he 
comes home in the evening, nothing 
in the house suits him. He never 
wants to discipline our three boys. 

“Years ago we endeavored to take 
parental responsibilities between us 
and we worked together disciplining 
our children. Now when I ask him 
to help me with the boys, he gets 
an expression of grimace on his face, 
waves his hand, and as he sinks into 
the chair, exclaims: ‘The boys are 


your responsibility. It is up to you 
to bring them up.’ I have never 
seen such a person in all of my 
life,” she continued. 

“Would you be willing to have a 
talk with him and try to bring him 
down to earth?” 

“Very few men can stand suc- 
cess,” I said. “I sometimes wonder 
if it is not more diffcult to remain 
your true self under the inspira- 
tion of success than it is under the 
duress of failure. Your husband is 
living, in part at least, in a dream 
world and he will not wake up until 
something tragic occurs to him or 
his family. 

“There are certain types of per- 
sonalities who do not come to them- 
selves until they are confronted 
with a testing situation. Fred is one 
of those. 

“However,” I assured her, “I will 
phone him and ask him to come to 
see me. I shall need your prayers 
as I talk to him.” 

“You can never know the good it 
has done me to be able to talk to 
you,” she said as she arose from her 
chair. 

“I believe if Fred can get a new 
perspective on human values that 
everything will work out all right.” 

“May God bless you as you talk 
with my husband,” she added. 
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HA-LO Communion Cup Washer 


Sanitary! Time-Saving! 
Cuts Down Breakage!  Self-Storing! 
Serves as Filler-Shield! 





HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED 
Spray is desirable, double sink optional. 





RETURNING TO TRAY 


Communion tray is placed on inverted cups resting on rack. 
When whole unit is turned over, cups are in proper places. 





| CUPS GO ON WASHING RACK F | 


| If cups are gathered in tray, they may be transferred to 
wash rack in one operation. 


| oa 


ALL SET—READY TO FILL 


Wash rack is left on cups to catch any spilled grape juice 
during filling process. 





WATER SPRAY DOES IT 

| Water spray removes stains. Dip in mild detergent solu- / 
tion, rinse glass in 180° water, plastic in 140°. Cups are Set of 2 disks, complete with handle—$11.50 
clean and ready for self-drying. Extra disks—$5.75 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION + Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 





























ACCORDS 





In response to numerous requests, 
we plan to run a page of record re- 
views from time to time instead of 
the usual book page.’ We present 
here the comments of four compe- 
tent musicians on some recent re- 
leases. 


Album of Favorites 


The Holy City (Record). By Je- 
rome Hines. RCA Victor. 12 selec- 
tions. $3.98. 


Record LPM-1637, is a “New Or- 
thophonic” High Fidelity Recording. 
The Album includes classical favor- 
ites: “I Walked Today Where Jesus 
Walked,” “The Palms,” “O Lord Most 
Holy (Panis Angelicus),’’ “The Lord’s 
Prayer,” and others. 

Jerome Hines is a basso with the 
Metropolitan Opera Company, and 
is the first American-born artist to 
star in the great basso opera roles 
here and abroad. 

He produces with full resonant 
quality lending proper dignity and 
interpretation to the sacred classics. 
It is not every day that one has the 
opportunity of hearing favorite sa- 
cred songs sung by an artist and at 
the same time by a person of such 
deep spiritual sincerity. 

With the excellent orchestration 
and choir background conducted by 
Paul Mickelson, the arrangement is 
certainly one that should be added 
to the home for family enrichment. 
—R. CRADDOCK 


Organ Reveries 


Organ Reveries (Record). By 
Leonard Greenway.  Singspiration 
Sacred Recordings. $3.85. 


Dr. Greenway, pastor, teacher, au- 
thor and well-known radio organist 
in the Grand Rapids area, here gives 
an able rendition of twenty-four 
hymns and gospel songs. So varied 
are his selections that almost any 
listener would find several favorites 
among them. 

Although “Onward, Christian Sol- 
diers” and “A Mighty Fortress” hard- 
ly seem appropriate to a record de- 
scribed as “reveries,” the organist’s 
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restrained performance of these 
martial airs keeps them from being 
incongruous in this setting, and the 
whole effect is, as the title suggests, 
a quiet, soothing, but firm musical 
background for meditation and 
prayer. 

Dr. Greenway admirably utilizes 
the. registration resources of his 
three-manual pipe organ, including 
chimes. His arrangements are pleas- 
ingly harmonious. 

Particularly effective are his “Rock 
of Ages,” “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded,” “Abide With Me,” “Faith 
of Our Fathers,” “Beneath the Cross 
of Jesus,” and’ “O Worship the 
King.”—Mrs. WARREN MULCH 


For Music Lovers 


House of the Lord. (Record). The 
Roger Wagner Chorale. Capitol Rec- 
ords. 12 selections. $4.98. 


I was inspired by each of the 
twelve renditions. A sense of deep 
reverence seized me as I hummed 
along with “The Lord’s Prayer,” 
“Panis Angelicus,’’ “Were You 
There?” (a very beautiful example 
of the hundreds of arrangements on 
this spiritual), “Oh, God, Our Help 
in Ages Past,” and the immortal 
“Ave Maria.” 

The outstanding reputation and 
widespread approbation this delight- 
ful choral group enjoys is such that 
this album could well be the pride 
of many music lovers. No collection 
of choral music is complete without 
some Roger Wagner. 


This particular recording is bril- 
liant and intellectual in perform- 
ance. Because of its variety of in- 
spirational music and its tribute to 
many faiths and nationalities, it is 
a symbol of understanding and an 
appreciation of the contribution of 
each racial and religious group. 

Each recording is done in great 
sincerity, and its interpretation is 
most vivid. The soloists sing with 
remarkable confidence and feeling, 
and their voices are excellent. The 
orchestra provides a splendid back- 
ground. 

The Chorale is extraordinarily 
spiritual, and a sense of deep rev- 
erence is exhibited. I particularly 


es 


admire the way in which Wagner 
achieves a balance of fervor and 
delicacy in the entire work.—JImM- 
MYE R. MEEKINS 


Waring Album 


God’s Trombones (Record). By 
James Weldon Johnson. Fred War- 
ing. Decca Records. $3.98. 


Fred Waring and his musical 
group have taken the prelude titled 
“Listen, Lord,” and three sermons, 
“The Creation,” “Go Down, Death,” 
and “Judgment Day” from James 
Weldon Johnson’s superb poems, 
“God’s Trombones,” and given them 
the impact of an H-Bomb on the 
soul of any human being within 
hearing range. 

“God’s Trombones,” appropriately 
named, for once read they cannot be 
ignored, are powerful sermons in the 
Negro idiom on _ basic religious 
themes—-creation, sin, forgiveness 
and death, to mention a few. Three 
of those gems, which are perfectly 
able to stand alone, Fred Waring’s 
group has heightened to the point 
that when hearing them one feels 
as Moses must have felt when stand- 
ing on Mount Sinai receiving the 
Ten Commandments. 

Regardless of one’s theology, the 
fact remains that creation, sin and 
death stare mortals in the face 
throughout life. Waring’s  treat- 
ment is perfect as background music 
for the poems, musical pictures to 
go with the verbal, using deft in- 
strumental techniques, minute moods 
corresponding to the immediate 
mood of the poem. With his use 
of the proper spiritual as introduc- 
tion to each poem, he creates a 
need for the poem which makes the 
listener feel that what he is hearing 
is not a rendering of poems to music, 
but an answer by poetry to a need 
of his own with regard to basic 
religious truth. 

One would suggest that any 
preacher who feels himself “going 
stale” play this side and renew his 
spirit, or any person who is asked 
to give a devotional and feels inade- 
quate play this to his group instead. 
It is bound to reach the spiritual 
“innards” of its listeners.—MARGARET 
DUNCAN 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 
—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 





Prophetic Truth 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I was interested in recent com- 
ments in The Christian Evangelist- 
Front Rank (Feb. 1, 1959), that 
Billy Graham works for decisions 
among church members: “You may 
be a deacon, you may be an elder, 
or a Sunday school teacher.” I 
think he may have a prophetic truth 
there. 

In a previous pastorate, I met with 
a nominating committee and we 
were considering the office of senior 
d2acon. A young man serving as 
chairman said to us, “I have a book 
here that describes the qualifications 
rather well.” He began to read. A 
lady who had served as a deacon- 
ess, Sunday school teacher, and 
president of the women’s society at 
one time or another in the local 
church, with a glare of impatience 
after listening a few minutes said, 
“Bill, I don’t know why we have to 
go by that book you are reading; 
we have our Constitution and by- 
laws before us.” 

I turned to the young man and 
said, “Bill, the book sounds vaguely 
familiar. What’s the name of it?” 
He said, “‘Moffatt’s translation of the 
New Testament.”—RIcHARD D. ELD- 
RIDGE, East Lynn, Mass. 


Missionary Work 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Congratulations on the space you 
are giving to letters from your 
readers, the good judgment you 
show in selecting, and, as I suppose, 
in reducing them to save space. I 
learned long ago that such a page, 
well handled, is first to be read by 
subscribers. 

I was very much interested in 
what Delno Brown (CE, Dec. 15) 
and Arthur Hyde (CE-FR, Febru- 
ary 15) have had to say about the 
“independents,” and, of course, the 
editor’s comment. 

I have been, as most of my friends 
must know by now, a champion not 
of the independents or their method 
but of free enterprise and voluntary 
endeavor in an open field. All we 
have in the way of associated work 
is grounded on that policy; all were 
‘independent” to begin with, 
whether the thought of one person, 
as Johnson Bible College and the 
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Cunningham Mission, or the plan- 
ning of a group, as the several older 
agencies. It is as J. W. McGarvey 
said of individual communion cups, 
“If you can have more than one you 
can have as many as you please.” 

But, and mark this, for it will be 
misunderstood by some and criti- 
cized by others, I have never advo- 
cated or championed any method. 
More, I have never been committed 
to the independent or “direct” way 
of doing missionary work, even 
though our one-time “Commission 
on Restudy” recognized it as a valid 
way (see the 1949 Year Book, page 
20). I do not think it is the best way, 
though I would “go all out” to de- 
fend the right of any individual or 
group to do its work in the way 
it thought best. 

Recently, I wrote a friend, en- 
gaged in independent work, enclosed 
a part of our tithe and stated: 


I believe that the better way is 
to work under a definitely organized 
and legally incorporated committee 
or board. That way support can be 
assured, for needed funds are pro- 
vided and the demands of the field, 
with the needs of the missionary, 
met. 

Besides, in that way, fields can be 
studied, missionaries “screened” and 
duly prepared. “In the multitude 
of counselors there is wisdom.” 
These are details vital to lasting 
work. Many of them are technical, 
requiring careful study and plan- 
ning. I would rather they be at- 
tended to by competent persons as- 
signed to the task. But my hand 
and heart and my prayers for those 
who turn from gainful employment 
and go out on faith under any sort 
of arrangement. 


Now, Mr. Editor, use this if you 
will. And readers of the magazine 
read and consider. But let us all 
quit finding fault with what and 
how others see fit to cooperate and 
get down to business, somehow, 
somewhere. “Let there be no strife 
between me and thee, for we be 
brethren.” So said Abraham to Lot. 
Good missionary policy, that.—S. S. 
LaPPIN, Bedford, Ind. 


Poetry Hobby 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I think the February 15 issue is 
the best one since combining. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


_—— 


Letters... 


Poetry is my hobby. The first thing 
I do is leaf through to see if there 
is a poem. Being a poet of sorts my- 
self, I feel that it is “Spiced up” as 
suggested by Luke Bolin, in an 
earlier issue. I think the poem, 
“Albert Schweitzer—Prophet with 
Honor” by Edna Jackson Burrows, 
very good. I write mostly of a re- 
ligious nature. I would be glad to 
contribute.—MYRTLE RICE 


Editor’s Comment: Join the crowd. 
We receive a hundred for every one 
we can print, but yours might be 
the one. 


Flavoring Whets Appetite 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I love that flavoring used in the 
mixture of the articles, news, adver- 
tisements and God’s spiritual move- 
ments of our late Front Rank and 
The Christian-Evangelist. 

Heretofore this flavor that creates 
an appetite for the reading of God’s 
printed page has been left on the 
pantry shelf. 

The story written by Ona Roberts 
Wright on “Charlie Goes to Church,” 
put the spice right in the center of 
the cake. (CH-FR, Feb. 15, 1959.) 

May God bless the efforts of these 
contributors of short stories and we 
give our Lord and Savior all the 
praise.—CLAUDE C. ALBERTS, Tampa, 
Fla. 


Poor Humor 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have a protest to make on the 
two cartoons appearing in the issues 
of Jan. 18 and Jan. 25 of The Chris- 
tian Evangelist-Front Rank. If that 
is humor, then it is a kind we do 
not need in a religious magazine. I 
think they are terrible. The very 
idea of calling a minister “Sin Bus- 
ter!” It surely is a very poor ex- 
ample for our young people.—Mrs. 
HazEL VAN EATON, San Diego, Calif. 


EpiItor’Ss COMMENT: You may be 
right. No two people see quite the 
same thing in humor. We saw in 
that cartoon an ironic and devastat- 
ing criticism of the all-too-common 
practice among churches of trying 
to adopt all modern sales techniques 
to religion. We’re sorry if it of- 
fended. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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RELAX ... 


Envy? 


Description of a standard sedan 
by a sports car owner: “It’s a four- 
eyed, two-horned, pink and purple 
ethyl eater.” 
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Dollar and Cent 


A big, silver dollar and a little round 
cent, 

Rolling along together they went, 

Rolling along the smooth sidewalk, 

When the dollar remarked (the dol- 
lar can talk), 

“You poor little cent, you poor lit- 
tle mite, 

I’m bigger, and more than twice as 
bright; 

I’m worth more than you a hundred 
fold, 

And written on me in letters bold 

Is the motto drawn from a pious 
creed, 

‘In God we trust,’ which all may 
read.” 


“Yes, I know,” said the cent, 

“I’m a cheap little mite, and I know 

I’m not big, nor good, nor bright, 

And _ yet,” said the cent, with a 
meek little sigh, 

“You don’t get to church as often 
as 1” 
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Beyond the Moon 


Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 

Now we wonder which you are, 
Ancient lighthouse in the sky, 

Or modern space ship riding high. 
Would that science now could find 
A Love Propulsion for mankind! 


—CarL R. BROWN 


Selected and reviewed by 
Herschell Richmond, pastor of First 
Christian Church, Rochester, Min- 
nesota. 


O REACH our generation with an 

effective witness for Christ re- 
quires more than providing a Bible 
in the living language of our time. 
It is doubtful whether convention 
resolutions or even pulpit discourses, 
however eloquent, can turn the tide. 
The crucial conquest depends on 
challenging Christian laymen _ to 
“translate the gospel into terms of 
daily life.’’ 

Mark Rutherford, in this little vol- 
ume, attempts to summon our lay 
members to recover Christianity as 
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“The Christian Layman and His Church” 


by Mark 


Rutherford 


a layman’s religion. The church at 
the beginning was a layman’s af- 
fair. It was composed of laymen, 
who acted as laymen, and who 
spoke as laymen in their mission 
among laymen. Similarly, the only 
witness which can “turn the world 
upside down” for Christ today is 
that of responsible laymen. 

Here Mr. Rutherford outlines a 
practical guide to responsible 
churchmanship and challenges lay- 
men to dedicate their time, talent, 
and resources to the total witness 
for Christ. 

“The Christian Layman and His 
Church” is published by The Beth- 
any Press and may be purchased 
from The Christian Board of Publi- 
cation. Price $1.25 (paper). 





the ‘General Religion” category, 


temporal pressures and that man 
to further Christian aims. 


10M497, $3.00 


Winner of the 1958 Bethany Book Award in 


one of the most intriguing and rewarding 
Christian experiences in current literature. It 
is a new interpretation of the message of re- 
demption. Dr. Garriott emphasizes two ideas: 
that man has the Christian faith to ease 


Here are specific 
applications of Christian love, designed to com- 
bat today’s frustration, futility and pessimism. 


this book is 


can use time 
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Making the Most of the Time 


by CHRISTOPHER T. GARRIOTT 


Published by The Bethany Press 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 


Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 








Hoppes 








“I understand they catch some big 
ones in here occasionally!” 
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Let’s Talk It Over Let’s Talk It- Over Let's Talk It Over 


Wa ae ee ) | ae | Oe @ 7 2 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





UESTION: In naming chil- 
dren there seems to be a tend- 
ency to use short words such 
as “Tab,” ‘oR ock,’’ “Kim,” 
“Rod,” “Guy,” and the like. 
What’s wrong with Biblical 
names of heroic stature such as 
Peter, Sarah, Paul, and others 
of noble lineage and eternal 
glory? 


A NSWER: At present writ- 
ing I do not recall any time I 
was ever asked to suggest a 
name for a child. That should 
prove that I am not an author- 
ity in the field that your ques- 
tion suggests. 

Short names do seem to be 
quite the vogue among movie 
and TV stars, but in most of 
those cases the first name and 
often the last name has been 
changed to meet the whims of 
the producers. They want 
names that will take less cur- 
rent when they are placed in 
the bright lights. 

Of course they were not 
averse to using short names in 
Biblical times. Ruth, Boaz, 
John, and Paul are good Biblical 
names which have only four let- 
ters in them and are still in 
popular use. Although a bit 
longer, the names of James, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob still 
occur often in our telephone di- 
rectories. 

Methusaleh, Samson, Delilah, 
Nehemiah and Solomon have 
often been by-passed when nam- 
ing babies. It may be because 


the spelling is a bit uncertain 
and then it may be that the 
parents recall certain things in 
the Biblical records about these 
names. 

The only thing mentioned 
about Methusaleh was his long 
life and most parents want their 
children to possess qualities 
other than longevity. 


Samson would have made a 
good football player, but there 
is an unsavory story about his 
haircut, as well as about the 
lady who did the cutting. 

We all would like our children 
to possess great wisdom, but we 
would not want to subject them 
to the gibes of students and 
teachers who would say, ‘‘Solo- 
mon, with all your wisdom you 
should know the answer to that 
question!” 


Upon one occasion I did name 
a pup Nebuchadnezzar, but he 
went through life with the nick- 
name of “Nebby.” 

Now let me agree with you 
that names are important. Per- 
haps a rose might smell just 
as sweet by another name, but 
it would not be a rose. Besides, 
“rose” is much more easily 
spelled than “chrysanthemum.” 
Christian parents should give 
much thought to the naming of 
their children and they could do 
well to consider some of the 
great Christian characters of 
the past and use names that 
will ever hold before the child 
the highest ideals of character 
and personality. 


by F. E. Davison 


Americans must have had 
this principle in mind when they 
have reflected upon American 
history and given their children 
such names as George, Grover, 
Theodore, Woodrow and Her- 
bert. No doubt many babies of 
recent years have been named 
Dwight. 


UNQUOTE... 


Freedom of speech too often 
seems to mean “free to say 
what you please as long as you 
please enough people.”—FRANK 
J. Pippin, Ethical Outlook. 


The highway of fear is the 
shortest and quickest route to 
defeat.— WILLIAM L. BROWNELL. 








“Yes, ‘God helps those who 

help themselves,’ . . . but not 

to the assets of the First Na- 
tional Bank!” 














